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Any religion is based on two fundamental issues: first one, the belief
in the Only God, His Power and Ruling over everything in the world, a
kind of Being that no shortcoming is possible to find in Him, a
compilation of all complete Attributes which creates the world upon His
Omniscience, He guides human beings through two significant guide,
logic as an inside prophet and infallibles as outside prophets. Through
these two opportunities, a human being could be led to salvation. Mind
and logic is the necessary tool to realize the mechanism of the world and
the purpose behind human beings creation. The second belief is the plan
of the journey towards the goal of salvation, which is called Ahkam
(religious commands and practices.)

According to this, we can briefly summarize the reasons and
necessity of religion in the life of human being: 1. living a logical life is
not possible without following religion. 2. The answer of the most
important and vital questions of each one's life, i.e. where did | come
from? Where do | go to at the end? Why did | make for? Can be given by
religion. 3. If we do not rely on religion, no one and no other school can
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provide a true answer to our questions. 4. Ignoring religion in our life can
ruin the unique feeling of human beings toward the magnificent creation
of the universe. 6. Comprehending and interpreting the beauty of the
Wisdom behind creating the world without referring to religion is
impossible. 7. Without religion, human beings will be lowered up to the
animals which are unable to change their destiny.

Religion is a kind of spiritual food or in another definition is an
inside call... in each and every one there is an attention to the
metaphysical world. Especially in the young people ... everyone has a
tendency towards religion. Though, this tendency should be care for and
guided. If the atmosphere is not proper, this tendency will have no chance
of growing. The holy Quran refers to the point of innateness of religion,
and said, "Therefore set your face to the religion purely, the upright
creation upon which he originated people. There is no changing of the
creation of Allah. This is the valuable religion, although most people do
not know?"

Therefore to meet this very need of human being it is upon all people
who feel responsible to convey the message of God to anyone they can to
lighten the road ahead amongst all polluted atmosphere which is
unavoidable.

Hamid Farnagh



Sesians abeat D rphhet hood
Ghe Philosophy of PBesat

(Do, 4)

Muhammad Biabani Oskouei

Abstract: in the previous issues of Safinah, we explained
about the differences between prophets and messengers, and a part
of the philosophy of their appointment has been dealt with. In this
article, the second part of the philosophy of their appointment has
been offered.



The Philosophy of Bés]at.

%joly Quran in its various verses invites people to be wise and to be
logical. It blames those who do not use their minds to analyze
things around. In Quran, God talks about these kinds of people by phrases
like "those who thinK, or "why do not they think", .... It shows one of
the most important goals of Revelation and prophet hood is to remind
people of their logic and wisdom, to help them to eliminate the true path.
The other concept we can infer from these holy sayings is that the
teachings of prophets and messengers are not against our logic or wisdom.
In fact, the task of prophets is to highlight the logical commands which are
already forgotten out of human beings ignorance.

Imam Ali said, "So He appointed His prophets among them and sent
His treaty to reveal wisdom-treasures to them."*

Imam Sadiq said, "God does not sent His prophets and messengers to
His servants unless to make people comprehend logically by God’s power
so anyone who accepts willingly, will know (God) better, and anyone
whose understanding is deeper regarding God’s affairs has better and
deeper wisdom and anyone who has deeper wisdom will enjoy higher rank
in this world and Hereafter.

Oh Hisham! Definitely, God sends two proofs to people: apparent
ones and a hidden one. But apparent ones are prophets and messengers
and imams; the hidden one is logic and wisdom."?

Therefore one of the significant tasks of prophets is to encourage and
elevate wisdom of people. Due to this they paid attention to the wisdom of
their addresses and talked to each one according to the addresses’ logical
power and wisdom.

The holy Prophet said, "We, the group of prophets have been
appointed to talk to people according to their understanding."*

!Nahjul Balagheh, sermon 1; Biharul Anwar 60/11
2 Kafi 1/15; Tuhaf AlUghul/383; Biharul Anwar 75/299
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Or “and God does not appoint His prophets and messengers unless
He perfect their wisdom and their logic is above all their people."?

Imam Sadiq said, "The proof of God on people is prophet and the
proof of people and God is logic."®

When the treasure of logic became clear via prophets and the curtain
of ignorance drew back and human beings recognized the true path, all
excuses would finish for him and there would remain no way except
surrender to God and accepting God’s commands. At this time he
understands no reason remains for standing up against the truth.

%uman beings due to their social life which is based on social
interactions and because of being interested in worldly things
always suffers from discrepancies and discords. These discord and
discrepancies are natural things rooted in social life and no society is
immune from this disagreement among people.

To solve these problems we need to promote the public culture and
spread welfare and justice in society.

In addition, we need to make a set of rules which includes rights of
all people of society. Social life codes should be observed and punishment
and encouragement should exist. The complete implementation of holy
religions can fulfill all mentioned tricks; it can help people to have a pure
life.

But the discord we have in our mind here is an ideological discord
which results in forming various groups and sects.

! Kafi 1/23; Tuhaf AlUghul/37; Biharul Anwar 1/85
2 Kafi1l/12
3 Kafi 1/25



The Philosophy of Bés]at.

God Almighty knows all nations which had been sent prophets a
united nation. This verse asserts that all people before being sent were a
united group, and no sects exist among them. The meaning of united here
means as they have not been sent any prophet to remind them of God, they
had no idea about atheism or faith. Because disbelief and faith are side—
effects of knowing God; disbelief and faith are denying God or confessing
to the presence of God.

So when a person does not know
God, he/she cannot confess to His
presence or deny Him; these people The holy Prophet said,
are called “Zol'lal” and “Zol'lal “ does
not mean astray, because astray ones | We, the group  of

are those who had a way but they lose | Prophets, have Dbeen
it appointed to talk to

people according to the

Imam Sadiq asserts that, "God | amount of their
the Almighty creates people by the | wisdom and logic.
innate gnosis of Himself; they did not
believe or disbelieve in anything. 7

Then He appointed His prophets among them and invited them to
faith. Then a group found the true path and a group didn’t."*

But not all societies that had prophets were the same; the prophets
sent to these societies who had ex- prophets but people did not understand
their teachings well and their nature (Fitra) remained still intact. Because
of this being a united nation referred to the nations prior to the time of
Noah.

Imam Sadiq said,

L Elalul Sharaye 1/121; Biharul Anwar 11/39
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"It was true (the united nation) before Noah. It has been said, have
they been guided?

He answered, they were lost... they were not guided, they were on
the Fitra God has created them upon... they were not guided until God
guided them. Did not you hear that Abraham said, oh my God! If you did
not guide me, definitely | was among the lost ones."! It means those who
forgot their treaty.

In another tradition,

"They were lost. They were neither a faithful one nor a Disbeliever
nor a dualist."?

Therefore before prophets, there was no disagreement among
people. The holy prophets warned people and encouraged them, holy
books had been sent to them to help them to differentiate truth from
untruth, and to help people understand their rights.

This verse does not refer to the tiny discrepancies which were
naturally within societies but it refers to disagreement which happened
after prophets.

The most significant problems and differences among people
triggered after prophets appointment.

God has sent Quran to guide people to pass through darkness and
reach light "We have sent down to you (this book) in order that you bring
mankind from darkness to the light by the permissionyaiur lord, to the
path of the Amighty, the praised. (The holy Quran: 14/1)

! Tafsir Ayashi 1/104
2 |bid



The Philosophy of Bés%t.

%me/m’/mz:

O;Zeading people to think and to be wise is of the most important duties
of prophets. Quran is replete with verses which invite people to use
their mind to think. Logic is the hidden proof of God and prophets are the
apparent proofs of God.

Prior to prophet hood, there were no discrepancies among people
regarding their faith. After prophets a group came to believe and a group
came to deny their teachings.



Dénses of o

Hussein Eskandari

%/ ws do dcmwz%é/% wuntil we fiave lime

And return toward your God and be surrender to him before {sudden
torture of the world or after life} arrives to you. And at that time you will
not be assisted. (The holy Quran: Zomar/ 54)

“0’ God’s servants! be virtues, go to meet death with good deeds and

buy immortals with whatever is mortal in this world.”
“Depart from this world as they make effort for your departure.”
“Be prepared for death because it is chasing you.

Be like those people who were shouted at and they were waken up
and know that this world is not immortal and exchange it with the

immortal world.”

“God has not created you aimlessly and he does not leave you alone.
There is not a long distance between you and the heaven or the hell except
(a step of) death. The life of this world, which is shortening by passing
each moment and will destroy by death, is better to be short. The life,
which is running forwards by days and nights, will finish soon. A



Verses of Iifés]

traveler who can choose salvation or misfortune should choose the best
supplies which can be salvation.t

e not be a@%ﬁc@u‘e{/ rom @0@/ S merey

Say: O’ my servants who exceeded your limit (because of your sins),
do not be disappointed from God’s mercy. Undoubtedly, he will forgive
sins because he is kind and forgiving. (The holy Quran: Zomar/ 53)

Disappointment from God’s mercy is one of deadly sins. Verse 56 of
Hijr Sura and verse 87 of Yusuf Sura also express this fact.

%m the &jod 5 Wd?l'ﬂ/ﬁ/ and the Q/I/I’(&ﬂ/

Follow the best things, which have been descended from your God,
before an unexpected torture overtakes you when you are not aware.
(The holy Quran: Zomar/ 55)

“Good deed, Good deed! Then prudence, prudence! And resistance,
resistance! After then patience, patience! And piety, piety! Every one of
you has a due time, therefore reach it while you are a good person. Indeed
a guidance flag has been hoisted for you, follow it; and there is a goal for
Islam. Reach the goal; respect divine rights by doing required deeds,
which have expressed your duties clearly; and | am the witness of your
deeds and in dooms day | will defend you and | will be your witness
talking in favor of you. Be aware! What had been appointed happened and
God’s wills were fulfilled; indeed | talk based on divine promises and
clear reasons. God says: Angels will descend to those who said our God is

L. Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 64.
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God (Allah) and then resisted. The angels tell them do not be afraid and
sad. And glad tidings to you the heaven which was promised to you!”!

@ ’ g e world 5 dwellers, the QM@M i the
éwy/ziy(/[(/mwe and illustralive /lyﬁé

O’ people, indeed a reason from your God has come to you; and we
have sent an illustrative and clear light (the Quran) for you. (The holy
Quran: Nesa/174)

In divine verses, we can see 42 titles for the Quran. Some of them are
as follow:

L Fosselat:30, Nahjul Balaghah: sermon:176.



Verses of Iifé5]

'Book!; books?; honored pages®; tradition*; the best traditions®;
quotation®; Allah’s sayings’; Allah's words®, Quran®; Tanzil*®; monzzal*;
verses'?; right'; science'®; reasoning®™; explanation®®; tebyan'’ ; reason®®;
reasons’®; Balag®®; wisdom?!; distinction®?; light?®; basaer®*; hoda®; zikr?®;
zekra?’; tazkerah?®; sermon?; healing®; mercy®.

g e L@/&mn z%yé/cmw cery /ﬁ/ﬁﬂy

. and we have sent down this book to you, it explains everything
clearly (science and divine science). And it is mercy and glad tidings to
the Muslims. (The holy Quran: Nahl/89)

Imam Ali (a.s) states: “the Quran is an impediment commander and
expressive silence and God’s proof to creature. God made servants
promise to practice the Quran and set (their destiny) upon practicing its
commands. He has completed the Quran's brightness. And he made his

'.Bagare/2 .. Bayyena/3 *. Abasa/13
4 Tor/23 5. Morsalat/50 6, Momenoon/68
7. Bagare/75 8, Kahf/27 9 50 times
10 Sho'ara/192 1. Anaam/114 12 Ale Emran/58
13, Bagare/26 14, Bagare/120 15 Nisa/174
16 Ale Emran/38 /. Nahl/89 1. Anaam/157
19 Bagare/185 20 |brahim/52 2l Bagare/129
22 Forgan/1 - Nisa / 174 24 Anaam/104
25. Anaam/157 26 Ale Emran/58 27. Anaam/90

2% Ale Emran/138 30-Yunus/57

28 Taha/3

31 Anaam/157
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religion complete by the Quran; and he took His prophet’s soul when he
finished conveying the message of the Quran's commands.!

Imam Sadig (A.s) states: indeed powerful, truthful and benevolent
God sent down a book to you. This book includes your news and your
ancestors’ and descendants’ news and the news and the information of the
sky and the earth.”?

Imam Ali Ibn —al- Husain (a.s) states: “if all people in the world died

and | became alone, when Quran is with me | would not be afraid of this

loneliness.”?

L. Nahjul Balaghah, sermon: 183.
2_ Usul kafi, vol 4, p.403.
3 ibid



Ali Reza Ghavidel

Abstract: Who is Ali? Who is this righteous man of the
history whom not anyone who gets closer to him could leave him for
the rest of his /her life? In the present article, we are going to look
briefly on part of his characteristics which made him the greatest
Muslim and the most humane character during history.
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mam Ali (p.b.uh) was born in the House of Allah, The Kindest
jFather for Ali

Love of Ali (p.b.u.h.) is heaven.
He divides those who go to hell from those who go to paradise.
He is the true successor of Mustafa, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.).
He is the master of all men and jinns.

(Ahmad ibn Edris Shafei, founder of the Shafei school of
jurisprudence)

Tomorrow the 13™ of Rajab (September 10, 2003) marks the birth
anniversary of the infallible Imam, the first man to believe in Islam, the
Commander of the Faithful, the Father of all Imams, the dearest
companion of the holy Prophet (p.b.uh), the most learned, the bravest and
kindest man, the husband of lady Fatimah (s.a), the father of Hasan
(p.b.uh) and Husain (p.b.u.h), infallible Imam for all ages, Ali (p.b.u.h.), the son
of Abi Talib.

On this auspicious occasion, we wish most sincere congratulation to
all Muslims, to you respected readers of the Tehran Times throughout the
world, and especially to the infallible living Imam of the present age,
Imam Mahdi (sa.), the Awaited, Expected, and Promised one, May
Almighty Allah hasten his reappearance.

L%M al- %/fmgﬂ/mz/ @4 /6 4. mé/,)

mam Ali ibn Abi Talib (p.b.u.h), the first Imam, the cousin of the
jProphet (p.b.uh), was born in the Kaba in the House of Allah
(Grand Mosque) in Mecca on Rajab 13, about 23 years before the
Hejrah (migration from Mecca to Medina), which was the year 600 C.E.
His parents were Abi Talib and Fatimah bint Assad. He was the first man
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to accept Islam and declare his all-out support for Prophet Mohammad
(p.b.uhy) and his divine mission.

One of the unique characteristics of Imam Ali (p.b.uh.) is the fact that
his sayings on asceticism, piety, and praise and remembrance of Allah are
such that when one hears them not knowing that they are the words of a
powerful ruler, one believes that they are the sayings of a man who has no
interest other than living the life of a recluse and no activity except
worship, who lives a solitary life in some secluded house or valley. He
would not believe that these are the words of one who plunged into battles
with drawn sword, yet was at the same time the first of the ascetics and the
chief of the saints. This is the unique character of Imam Ali (p.b.u.h.), indeed
a subject to ponder.

Nahjul Balaghah, the collection of his sayings, writings, speeches,
and letters, provides a glimpse of his personality.

Amir al-Mumenin (the commander of the faithful) Ali p.b.uh), an
ardent follower of the Prophet (p.b.uh), had no rival in bravery. He
fearlessly participated in and led jihad to advance the cause of Allah. He
was patient, just courageous, and truthful during the greatest hardships and
in the most difficult situations. He was unique in piety and worship of
God.

Imam Ali (p.b.uh.) was also unrivaled in knowledge as he inherited the
wisdom imparted to him by the Holy Prophet Mohammad (p.b.uh), for
whom Ali (p.b.uh) had a deep love. Imam Ali (p.b.uh) married the Prophet's
beloved daughter, Fatimah (s.a.) in 2 A.H. (624 C.E.). Imam Hasan (p.b.u.h.),
Imam Husain (p.b.uh) lady Zeinab (s.a.), and lady Um Kulthum (s.a) were
the children of Imam Ali (p.b.uh)and lady Fatimah (s.a.).

Imam Ali (p.b.u.h)) always fought against injustice and oppression and
was a staunch supporter and friend of the poor and the weak.
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After the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) passed away, Imam Ali (p.b.uh) led a
relatively lonely life, guiding people to Islam. After the death of Othman,
the people flocked to Imam Ali (p.b.uh) and implored him to accept the
caliphate. Imam Ali (p.b.uh.) ruled as caliph of the vast Islamic state for four
years and nine months from 35 A.H. to 40 A.H. (656- 661 C.E.).

Amir al-Mumenin Ali (p.b.uh) had declared that he preferred to die as
a martyr in the cause of Allah rather than in comfort in bed. On the 19" of
Ramadan 40 A.HH./ 661 C.E., while engaged in prayer, Imam Ali (p.b.u.h.)
was struck with a poisoned sword by ibn Muljam, which led to his
martyrdom two days later on the 21% Ramadan at the age of 63. He is
buried in the holy city of Najaf, Iraq.

% C%f/y @jﬁ/ﬁff % //// / and %1{/7/2 L%
(.butr.)

go ollowings are a few of the numerous authentic hadith (traditions)
which show that Imam Ali (pb.uh) was the best dearest and
closest friend of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his true successor.

The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) said "Of whomsoever | am his prophet,
then Ali (p.b.u.h) is his chief."

The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) said to Imam Ali (p.b.uh): "Your position to
me is as Haroun (p.b.uh) was to Musa (p.b.uh.), except that there will be no
prophet after me."

The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) allowed Imam Ali (pbuh) to marry his
daughter, the best of all women. The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) made for Ali
(p.b.uh.) lawful whatever was lawful for himself in his mosque.

Then the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) entrusted to him his knowledge and
his wisdom, saying: "l am the city of knowledge and Ali (p.b.u.h) is its gate;
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one who wishes (to enter) the city (of knowledge) and wisdom should
enter through that gate."

Then the Holy Prophet (pb.uh) said "You are my brother and
successor and inheritor. Your flesh is from my flesh and your blood from
my blood, and peace with you is peace with me and fighting against you is
fighting against me.

"And the faith is mixed with your flesh and your blood, and it is
mixed with my flesh and my blood.

"And tomorrow, you will be my companion at the fountain of
Kawsar.

"And you will pay my debt and you will fulfill my obligations.

"And your followers (Shia) will be (sitting) on the pupils of Light.
They, with their bright faces surrounding me, will be my neighbors in
paradise."

And the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) said, "O, Ali (p.b.uh.), had you not been
there, the believers would not have been recognized after me."

The following quotes are from the most authentic Nudbah
supplications.

"And Ali (p.b.uh) was a guidance [to prevent people] from deviation
after him (the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh)) and a light destroying darkness and
the strong rope of Allah and his straight path."”

"Neither his proximity in ties of relationship (with the Holy Prophet
(p.b.uh.) can be preceded by anyone, nor his preceding in religion."

He (Ali (p.b.uh)) follows the path of the Messenger."
"May the blessings of Allah be upon both of them and their families."

"And he fights on (the basis of) interpretation, and he causes not any
rebuke in the way of Allah."
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"Indeed, he (Ali (p.b.uh,)) has spited the blood of the heroes of Arabia
and killed their valiant fighters."

"Then he filled the hearts of those (fighters) of Badr, Khaibar,
Hunain, and others with a hatred and malice."

"Then they rose in enmity against him, and (they) attacked to fight
against him, till (such time) that he killed the breakers of allegiance, the
unjust, and the ignorant.”

"The order of the Messenger of Allah, peace of Allah be upon him
and his family, was not obeyed about the leaders (Imams) one after the
other, except a few from them (believers) who remained faithful in
observing their rights."

No one can forget the event that happened on the scorching hot day
of Ghadir, Zil Hajjeh 18, 10 A.H. The Holy Prophet (p.b.uwh) asked Ali
(p.b.uh) to come to him. He took Ali's (p.b.uh.) hand and said, "O, people! Do
you know that Allah is my master and | am the master of the believers and
| am worthier than they?" They said, "Yes, Messenger of Allah."”

He said, "Of whomsoever | am his master, Ali (p.b.uh) IS his master,

too.

"0, Allah, love the one who loves Ali (p.b.uh) and bear enmity with
the one who bears enmity with him."

Salman (one of his closest companions) stood on his feet and said,
What kind of vicegerency? He said, "A vicegerency like my vicegerency
upon the one whom | am worthier than."

Thereafter, the Exalted Allah revealed today, | have perfected for you
your religion."
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CY . /G 877
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mam Ali (p.buh), Amir al-Mumenin, was the fountain of

eloguence. Through him the hidden delicacies of eloquence and

rhetoric came to light and from him were learnt its principles and
rules.

Every speaker and orator has to tread on his footprints and every
eloquent preacher availed of his utterances.

According to Sayyid ash-Sharif ar-Radi (may Allah be pleased with
him and make him pleased, too), the compiler of the Nahjul Balaghah, it
is divisible into three categories: firstly sermons and decrees, secondly
letters and communications, and thirdly maxims and counsels.

Followings are a few brilliant jewels from that ocean of divine
knowledge.

1) Recitation of Qur'an is a (good) remedy for the hearts.
2) The bravest man is the one who can overcome his camel desires.

3) The most perfect man in faith is a person who has the best
character (and moral behavior).

4) One's personality is hidden under his tongue (sayings).
5) Don't make yourself a slave of others; verily Allah has created you

a free person.

6) Meet and fulfill the obligation of trust that was bestowed on you,
even if the one who entrusted something to you as trustworthy was a killer
of the sons of prophets.

7) Treat people in such a way and live amongst them in such a
manner that if you die they weep over you and if you are alive they crave
for your company.
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8) There is no greater wealth than wisdom, no greater poverty than
ignorance, no greater heritage than (correct) upbringing (of children with
good character and helpmate than consultation.

9) Contentment is the capital, which will never come to an end.

Let us take this golden opportunity to stand facing his holy shrine
and with hearts full of love and respect salute him as we are instructed.

"Peace be on you, Oh Commander of the Faithfull Peace be on you,
Oh beloved of Allah! Peace be on you, Oh choice of Allah! Peace be on
you, Oh Proof of Allah! Peace be on you, Oh symbol of abstinence from
evil! Peace be on you, Oh Qur'anic trustee of authority, virtuous, who
feared Allah, who guarded himself against sin, holy and faithful! Peace be
on you, Oh father of Hasan (p.b.uh.) and Husain (p.b.u.t.)! Peace be on you,
Oh leader of trustee of authority and the one confident in the Lord of the
world! Peace be on you, Oh my guardian and may Allah confer His mercy
and blessings on you."
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Raziyeh Naghashzadeh

Muhammad Da'ei

Abstract: Nahjul Balaghah is a book of commands, sermons
and pearl words of Imam Ali, the first Imam of Shia and the son in
law of the holy Prophet. Here, the discussion is about the kinds of
relationship of human beings.
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he mission of Nahjul Balaghah is being responsible for an idea.

In fact, Nahjul Balaghah mission is explaining the responsibility
of humanity in the course of history because it is rooted in Imam Ali’s
worries and ideas (a complete human) and Imam Ali (as) is the best
student of Prophet's school. Mohammad the great teacher of history said
about him: whatever | see, you see too. And whatever | hear, you hear too
just (the difference is that) you are not a prophet. Therefore, mission of
Nahjul Balaghah is not something apart from the mission of Quran. And
it is in the continuation of the way and the mission of the prophet.
Specifically that it is derived from the source of infallibility so it is of a
great credit and position.

Considering Nahjul Balaghah to be said in a different time from the
prophet’s time, it has especial features.

One of the most important features of Nahjul Balaghah is its eternal
mission because its great concepts are corresponding to the needs of
human beings in any time and it is always true. It is in relation with divine
inspiration and is compatible with the interpretation of the prophet and
nature of people; so Nahjul Balaghah is always new.

Because a mission is a kind of responsibility towards an idea, it has
been founded on three things: an idea as a goal of mission, subject of the
message and mission as a way of achieving the goal and a carrier of
mission and responsibility towards the idea. It is apparent that Nahjul
Balaghah is addressed to human being. Therefore, its carrier is human
society especially Muslim’s society.

The goal is clear: Imam Ali (a.s) explains for many times that he does
not have any goal but receiving God’s satisfaction and want to get closer
to God. If he worships God, it is because he believes that God worth
worshipping. He is more enthusiastic to God than an infant to mother’s
breast. It is possible for him to tolerate fire but impossible to be parted
from the beloved (God). He accepts vicarage because God wants it. It is
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apparent that this person does not have any goal but being near to God and
having his satisfaction. Here we are going to indicate the way of achieving
the goal. And what is so important is to understand the message of Nahjul
Balaghah. It should be acknowledged that the message of Nahjul
Balaghah cannot be limited. Like Quran, Nahjul Balaghah is a boundless
ocean which has something to say in all grounds related to human’s issues
and it has monotheistic message appropriate to each era.

Nahjul Balaghah mission and message can be divided according to

human’s relationships.

o ‘
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CL relationship with himself, a relationship with God, a
Jrelationship with the universe.
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What is the human responsibility about himself? In this section this

book explains two subjects about human’s responsibility about himself:
A) Knowing oneself:

There is a lot of lecture from Imam Ali about knowing oneself and its
importance. Like:

Greatest philosophy for human is knowing himself. And greatest
ignorance is being ignorant to oneself. Whoever knows himself and his
soul will reach salvation. Knowing oneself is the most beneficiary
knowledge. It is apparent that knowing oneself is not having knowledge
about his body but having knowledge about his soul. And knowing the
soul is not psychological knowledge but a philosophical and spiritual one.
Where do we come from? And where we will go? This kind of knowledge
is related to knowledge of God ((for oneself)
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B)Y Making one selfds soul perfect:

Knowing oneself is an introduction to making one self’s soul perfect
human will be alert with knowing himself and with making soul perfect
can be a better human.

) 2, 9
2. %71471/ /fe/aléo‘/m%% with &40(/

Generally, human relationship with God has three general points.
A) Having faith in God.

It means human should accept that there is a complete existence
which all creatures depend on him. And he is creature of the world. Imam
Ali (a.s) said: pray to God Who guides people to Himself by his creations.
Creating new things is a witness to his eternity. And “T am surprised about
the person who sees creations of things but is suspicious of God’s
existence.

B) Thef e el i n g manitorinG buthandeings

Nahjul Balaghah has put emphasis on explaining attributes of God,
and it is interpreted as “he is the first and the last and the appearance and
the inbeing” and had many results.

a) Being with things

Because God is absolute and infinite, he is with everything, but at the
same time does not enter them and will not be united with them, because
if he is like them or united with them, then he is limited just like them.

b) Knowing God

If God is indefinite and is present everywhere, so if we know
something, we know it with the divine light, firstly we know God and
secondly we know that object. Even though we could not realize what we
perceived (Who was God). Imam Ali (a.s) said: He is brighter and steadier
than what we could perceive.
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c) Being in Allah's presence

Because God is present everywhere, so there is no place without his
presence. Our energy, thought, body abilities and thought abilities are
under His power. He knows the most secret thought of us. He is dominant
on everyone. So we are always in His presence. Imam Ali (as) said: O’
God’s servants! Know all of your body organs are God’s soldiers. Your
loneliness and privacy is in God’s presence. It is apparent that if human
being feels that God knows all of his situations and moods and he is in the
God’s presence, he will not go astray.

Imam Ali (a.s) said: O’ God you know that our battle was not
because of kingdom and power, but we wanted to return the signs of Your
religion to its position. And improve Your lands (in order to make it easy
for) your wretched aggrieved servants to live.

d) The God’s purpose in creation:

It is necessary for human beings to know that God created them
without any need to them and they should know that He did not create
human beings without any goal. Imam Ali (as) said: O’ God’s servants!
Fear God and be ready for your death with good deeds. And buy eternal
things by the world’s mortal things.

The Almighty God has not created you aimlessly and did not leave
you alone; there is not much distance between you and heaven or hell
except death.

If human being has goal in his life, he will be happy and does not
have the feeling of absurdity. If human knows that he has been created for
a better goal, he will not be dependent on the world’s gimmick.

; ) . ] ] .
3, @e/m‘l(ﬁa@é between hwman éﬁw%ﬁ and. o’a(twiy/:

he relationship between human and the society is being studied in
three aspects: human’s relationship with his family, and human
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relationship with others, and nation’s relationship with government. Here
we are going to discuss just the relationship between human and society,
and government responsibility toward people

A) Human relationship with others:

Imam Ali (a.s) had a comprehensive recommendation to his offspring
Imam Hasan (as) when they were returning from Seffin. This
recommendation was about the criterion of human relationships, and
introduces human’s conscience as a good criterion to assess his
relationship with others:

O’ my son! Put your soul as a measuring criterion between yourself
and others. Love for others whatever you love for yourself. And do not
love for others whatever you do not love for yourself. Do not oppress as
you do not like to be oppressed. Do goods to people as you want to
receive good from others. Whatever (action) you assume it is bad for
others know it bad for you too. And be satisfied for others about what you
are satisfied with for yourself. Do not say whatever you do not know, do
not say whatever you do not want to be attributed to you.

B) Government responsibility:

1) Establishing the divine religion

Imam Ali (a.s) said:

O’ God you know that our battle was not because of kingdom and
power, but we wanted to return the signs of your religion to its position.
And improve in your lands (in order to make it easy for your aggrieved
servants to live. Your forgotten rules will be performed.

2) Responsibility about themoral issue

Imam Ali (a.s) in the climax of power is responsible about moral
values. And even feeling of taking revenge does not oblige him to ignore
these issues. Therefore, in Seffin after he drove the Moaviyah army far
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from Forat River, he allowed them to use the water and did not take
revenge.

3) Human as a centepf attention

Another message of Nahjul Balaghah is to see people from
humanistic aspects. It means human as a human. Regardless of religious
prejudices, he is valued and the government should establish their policy
according to respecting all humans and especially people who live in a
country and according to their innate-value. Therefore, Imam Ali (a.s) told
Malek Ashtar: do not be like wolf toward people who know having their
properties as an advantage. Because people are whether your religious
brother or are like you in creation.

Imam Ali (as) does not change anything with moral issues and
Islamic rules, but about sustaining human’s value, he knew people’s
satisfaction as a necessity. Therefore, in his letter to Malek Ashtar, he
says: from all works, you should like the one that most of people are
interested in.

4) Proper peopleshould have central positions

One of main pillars of Imam Ali’s politics was to assign each
responsibility to a proper person (professional). So, when Imam Ali (a.s)
became the ruler, he fired all Othman’s great agents, and he hired proper
people instead.

5) Democracy

One of the other aspects of Imam Policy was to care for public. It
means though imam did not exchange any moral or religious values or
commands with the worldly pleasure, he paid lots of attention to the
satisfaction of all people as much as possible.
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N7 , . , .
4) Q%/mm& 4 M/f/lmm%y) with the world.
%} ere we have two subjects relevant to the world:;

A) Knowing the world as much as possible. And knowing the rights
of things toward human being

B) Feeling the spirituality above the world.

f n short, what have we read was just a hint to the mission of

Nahjul Balaghah. In fact, as long as human being exists and the
world is the stage of his social life, Nahjul Balaghah is eternal. And it is a
guide for humanity toward salvation.
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Oh you who exiled from the light of your followers days
On this cold dust of Bagi’ cemetery
I will pronounce your numerous holy names
I will declaim and loudly your holy names
Oh you who your numerous holy names
Revives a dark blue memory of a great sorrow in your followers mind
I will recite you in the names of Fatimah
Raziyah and Marziyah
Oh lady who the hidden mean of your holy names
Is fresher even than the short dusk, I will pronounce you
In the name of Zahra and Reyhanah
Oh sacred Lady who the truth of shedding your metaphysical form
Has been buried under debris the human being ignorance
I will pronounce you in the name of Kuwthar, Mansourah and Howra
Oh sacred Lady who all reasons for my being Muslim
I found in beyond of the holiness of your numerous names

I will pronounce you in the name of Zohreh and Mazlomeh
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Sedighah and Motaharah
Oh sacred Lady who you are lying under
The cemetery of Bagi’s dust gently
I will pronounce you in the name of Taherah, Horiyah and Batool
Oh you who the meaningful mean of your holy names
Will prevent your followers from entering the hell fire
I will pronounce you in the name of Mazlomeh
Abedah and Mujallalah
Oh sacred Lady who all reasons of my being Muslim
I found in your holy tear and death,
I will pronounce you in the name of Mobarakah and Alemah
Oh Fatimah Al-Zahra

When every morning and every night, | declaim and loudly your holy
names

The ominous icy wind in darkness of night
Keep away from me in terror
Oh Fatimah-Al-Zahra (p.b.u.h.)
Oh Shia’s mother
Understanding your numerous koly names’ meaning

Will light up and warm that cold and dark night for astray



Ghe Dlymbot of Completeness of Iilam in
the D ractice of Mubahelats

Nader Fazli

Raziye Naghashzade

Abstract: the following part of Mubahelah is the fifth part of
this story which is about confrontation of Christians with the holy
Prophet Muhammad concerning Mubahelah. Mubahelah means
asking God's Anger and punishment fall on a group. There is a
verse in the holy Quran referring to this event in which Muslims and
Christians agreed to gather to ask God's Anger for each other.
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hat day after the Morning Prayer, the prophet stayed at the mosque

and continued supplications. Little by little, people left the mosque
and went to their homes in order to rest and prepare themselves for
attending the Mubahelah, which was supposed to be done in few hours.
Everyone even hypocrites were looking forward to witnessing this event
to see its result.

Today (the day of Mubahelah) is an important day; a day which can
make people’s life turn around; God has willed to manifest His dominant
Power again, but this time through another way.

Through the power exists in prayers and supplications, through the
power exists in crying, through the power exists in tear, through the power
generated when people realize their loneliness, through the power
generated when people realize their poverty , through the power generated
when people feel humble and in brief, the power of pleading God
desperately!

Yes, all these actions towards the Great, Mighty and Overruling God
are the signs of being a servant of God Whom is the Creator of the
universe and they are proofs of ability against those who are deniers of
the great Power of the God.

Power of begging God, power of tears and announcing desperate
need of God! What a power is in prayers and this show of need!?

Gabriel was descended with an appropriate weapon for Mubahelah, a
special weapon, for an important request. Gabriel taught the Prophet to
call God with effective names. The names which shake bodies, the names
which shake hearts, the names which taste sweet, the names which are
astonishing signs of God, though they are not the names of God. Yes, the
Prophet called God with these names. The very effective names; as if they
are recited on strong mountains, the mountains will be destroyed.
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These holy names made the Prophet calm and gave him divine power
and peace and his assurance about victory was multiplied by thousands.

After some more prayers, Prophet went to Aishah’s home to rest and
prepare himself for Mubahelah. Nobody knew that with whom the prophet
would go to Mubahelah. The prophet’s wives and some of his companion
imagined that the prophet would ask them to come to Mubahelah.
Everyone was waiting for the beginning of the Mubahelah.

Little by little Medina was becoming crowded. Christians were on
one side of the field and Muslims were on the other side. The population
was increasing every minute. The time of the Mubahelah was becoming
closer. After a short rest, the prophet took an ablution. The Prophet’s
calmness was strange for Aishah; although the Prophet was always calm,
but in that important and special situation, Aishah imagined that the
prophet should have been excited. Unlike this imagination, he wore his
clothes with his permanent calmness. Up to that time, he had not informed
any one to join him yet.

The Prophet came out of the Aishah’s home. Aishah came out of her
room and followed him. He went to Zahra’s home and knocked the door.
In short, Ali and Zahra with Hasan and Husain came out as if he had told
them in advance to be prepared. Then Aishah saw that the Prophet called
them and took off his robe and casted it on their head and his own head
and then recited this verse:

AfGod has wil | et anyoolluian arid sustairyyow f r o
vi rt (theboty Quran; 33:33)

Then he raised his hands toward sky and said:
O God, THESE are my family.

Everyone knew that no offspring is more respectable than Hasan and
Husain in the eyes of Prophet;
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Many times people have heard the Prophet said: are masters of
youth inthe heavert

People have heard that once one of the companions asked Prophet:
which one(s) of your family is the most favorite to you? And he said:
Hasan and Husain.

They have heard that he told his daughter Fatimah: bring my two
sons; then he smelled them and embraced them tightly.

It was surprising that Christians have read characteristics of these
two sons in their book.

Everyone knew that no woman was the most respectable to the
Prophet than Fatimah; and they have read in their book about her too. And
Muslims have heard good things about her, too:

One day the Prophet was sitting with his family (Ali, Fatimah, Hasan
and Husain (a.s). Prophet pointed to the worthwhile virtues about each of
them and about Fatimah's great position said:

... And Fatimah is the lady of all ladies of the universe. They asked
him: O’ God’s messengers, is Fatimah the lady of all ladies in her own
time? Prophet said: The one who was the lady of the ladies of her time
was Mary; but my daughter Fatimah is the lady of all ladies from the
beginning to the end of the world. When she is praying, seventy thousands
of angels from the closest angels greet her and they address her as they
addressed Mary: O Fatimah, “indeed God has selected you and purified
you and set you superior than all women of the world.”

After this speech, prophet addressed Ali:

O’ Ali, undoubtedly Fatimah is part of me and the light of my eye
and fruit of my heart (my sweet heart). Whatever makes her sad makes me
sad and whatever makes her happy makes me happy and she is the first

! Mosnad Ahmad, vol.6, p.524, tradition: 22818
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person who will join me (after my death), therefore, after me do good to
her.

Everyone knew that Ali (a.s) is like “soul” of the prophet. Many times
people have heard this from the Prophet.

They remembered that once they asked a question about one of his
companions and he praised him. Someone asked: so, what is Ali’s
position? Then he answered: you asked me about others but you did not
asked about “myself”. Ali is “my soul”! Ali is me!

They had not forgotten that in another situation, he said to one of his
companions that do not count Ali as your enemy, indeed he is from me
and | am from him. Indeed people have been created from different trees
and I and Ali are created from the very same tree.

- in Ohod war, Ali had been wounded by pagan swords, but still he
was defending the Prophet with all his power, seeing this scene Gabriel
told prophet: O’ Mohammad, whatever Ali is doing now is the ultimate
level of sacrifice. Prophet told him: O Gabriel, indeed he is from me and 1
am from him. Gabriel said happily: and 1 am from you too.

Both Christian scholars and Jew scholars knew all of these stories
very well. They knew who these honorable people are. They have read
that God has created the entire universe for their sake. They have read it in
old books.

Now, Prophet is coming with those selected ones,

He is the Prophet going to the battlefield for a holy war accompanied
by the people who are the cause of creation.

Prophet started walking while he was embracing Husain and pressed
Hasan’s small hands between his own hands; it means just they are “our

sons’!
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Fatimah was walking in his left side; it means the complete meaning
of “our ladies”!

And Ali was walking in his right side; it means that just Ali is “our
soul”!

Prophet was coming so simple; but indeed this little population
meant the entire universe, it meant the cause of the creation, it meant a
world of power, it meant Might!

Prophet was going to a complete war, but without any army.

In this very important war, his army included just four people. A
woman, a man and two children!

The commander of this army is he himself. Ali is keeping the right
side of the army. Zahra is in the left side. The general head of the army is
Hasan and Husain is taking care of the heart of the army.

Undoubtedly, this splendid army’s soldiers are God’s chosen angels.

Indeed Gabriel, Esrafil, Micha’il, and Ezra’il (the death angle) are
keeping four side of this blessed army.

Weapon of this army is prayers. Yes, prayers! Supplications to God
and requesting His divine torture for liars who want to come to war with
this army and it means Mubahelah.

Prophet ordered to clean the zone between two trees and hang a cloth
between them to make shade. Here is the center of the army and the war
room of this army!

Head of this divine army guided the army into this center. The center
which was as if it was surrounded by thousands of angels.

Hasan and Husain like two young lions were sitting in front of the
prophet. Then Fatimah, the heroine of this army, sat down behind his
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father. And then Ali, God’s and the prophet’s lion sat down in right side of
the prophet.

Leaning on his arrow, the Prophet put his left shoulder in the shade
and raised his right hand towards the sky and became prepared for starting
an astonishing war. He prepared to pray and his army to say Amen, he was
prepared for Mubahelah.

After arrangement of the army, it is time for the prophet to invite his
opponents to war. Therefore, he told Najranian:

O’ Najranian, hurry up and let's pray for God’s curse to be fallen on
anyone who is the liar.

After this, prophet said:
0’God, this Ali is my soul; indeed in my eyes he is equal to myself.

0O’God this is Fatimah, she equals to my ladies, she means the
greatest woman of the world, | know no other woman better than her to
bring to mubahelah.

O’ God these two are my offspring and sons. It means | do not have
any other son to bring.

0’God, I fight with whoever fights them and I will be in union with
whom is united with them.

In this way, God has separated liars from honest people and set
Mohammad, Ali, Fatimah, Hasan and Husain the most honest and the
greatest believers.

But undoubtedly Mohammad he is the greatest man in the world and
Ali is his soul and therefore, he is the greatest man of the world after the
prophet.

Fatimah is the best woman of the world.

Hasan and Husain are two masters of youth of the heaven.
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Yes, indeed God did not mention any child to be equally matured to
men except for these four: Jesus son of Mary, John son of Zakaria and
Hasan and Husain (a.s).

Seeing this strange scene, Muslims said Takbir (God is Great) and it
frightened the Christians. Prophet said to his family:

“Whenever | prayed you should say Amen” and this was the sign of
starting the raid.

Everyone knew that if prophet prays and his family says Amen bad
event will happen to Christians.

Everyone felt that some strange changes are happening:
Strange wind was blowing,

There was a red cloud in the sky,

Birds were not calm,

Trees' branches were withering,

Youhanna was one of the famous and knowledgeable Najrani's
youth. He was one of few Najranis who listen to Harthe’s discussion with
Aagheb and Alijenab carefully and realized many truths. He came to
Medina because his father was from lords of Najran. In this time,
suddenly, he stood up and shouted:

Woe to you! Lest not to do Mubahelah!

Do not you remember what we have read in Gospel?
Did not you find out his characteristic in Gospel?
Do not you have faith in Mohammad's rightness?
You know very well that he is truthful in his claim.

Do not forget that it passes not a long time after the calamity fell on
Jews because of their disobedience.
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Do you forget that how they turned into bears and pigs?

Now, you should be fearful; lest not a torture like that falls on you
and wretchedness compasses you in this world and Hereafter.

Christians knew that he is right and they did not say a word.

Agheb and Alijenab became pale. Aagheb lips turned white and he
was shaking. He turned to Christians and shouted:

This youth is right; no, we will never do Mubahelah with
Mohammad. Now, | can see faces whom if they pray the worst torture will
fall on us.

Alijenab was not able to say anything.
This time Abu Harethe was speaking:

O’ Christians, in God’s name if you do Mubahelah, undoubtedly you
are perished. These are the best servants of God. If they pray and curse
you, God’s torture will compass you.

O’ Christian surrender and if your ethnic or race prejudices prevent
you from becoming Muslim do compromise and accept whatever prophet
says.

Christians were confused and they did not know what to do. In this
time Haretheh and Monzer did not waste time and they stood up and
addressed the population:

O’ wise people! Open your eyes!
Do you see red clouds which are getting closer?
See these restless birds.

Blowing of this strong wind is not without a reason. Sky became
dark. Be careful.
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By God’s name these are signs of coming torture. If you do not
hurry, you will be perished. Alijenab! Aagheb! Why are you amazed?! Do
something. | am afraid and | see if you do not hurry, something bad will
happen to you just like Jews who were turned to bears and pigs.

Suddenly, Alijenab shouted:

We do not know what to do?! Tell us what to do. We will follow.

When Monzer and Harethe heard this, they went to the prophet and
said:

Peace be to you, we acknowledge that you are God’s messenger, that
God Who sent Abraham, Moses, Jesus and all the prophets (a.s). And
now, we declare that we two became Muslim and Christians are listening
to you; they will do whatever you command.

Because of this victory, a smile came to the prophet’s lips. He did
prostrate to God to thank Him and wrote a peace treaty with Christians.
Najranians accepted to pay tax to Muslims after that.



Cight Days Sfor- Ghadir

By: Dr. Adnan Derakhshan

Translated by: Zahra Sabouhi
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Monday 18th Zil-Hajjeh of tenth Hejri Ghamari,
March 18th of 632 A.D.

It has been an hour since the Muslims have heard about the last
divine Prophet (p.b.u.h.) nominated his last successor who is seated on a step
lower than the peak of the pulpit on his right side to witness his hand
raised on affirmation of the final notice.

God's Prophet (p.o.uh) will not leave it at that and even in between his
speech he held the Commander of the Faithfull's hands (greetings upon
him) and raised him till he was placed by divine prophet's knees (p.b.u.h.).

That is when the prophet (p.b.uh.) declared to all present at Ghadir; this
way no one could claim that: "I did not hear or | was not a witness. Then
the divine messenger (p.b.u.h.) commanded:

"The one whom I am his authority, Ali is his authority. Oh Almighty!
Cherish those who cherish Ali and adverse who adverse Ali."

At the end of his long lecture he asked those present to say:

"We have heard and will obey, we are satisfied and will surrender to
the words commanded by Almighty and thy. About the leadership of
Imams who were of his descendants. Having heard we will now swear
allegiance with our hearts, souls, and tongues. We will live with our
beliefs and die with that and will unite at the Day of Resurrection."”

And now at the end of the lectures, more than 120,000 people are
prepared to promise loyalty (swear allegiance) to the prophet's command
(p-b.uh.) with Ali, the son of Abi Taleb (greetings to him) as a leader and
divine caliphate and therefore was bestowed the title of the commander of
the faithful and was felicitated and hailed."

*But history revealed otherwise. The conspiracies of the hypocrites,
Jews and slackened pledges of the non-Muslims emerged two-five years
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of retirement for the king of the faithful instead of acting as a caliphate
until the time when Uthman was murdered by Muslims.

*Then on this day, the 18" of Zel-Hajjeh of years 35 Hejri and to the
persistent of numerous people the king of the faithful (greetings upon him)
takes throne as caliphate.

Consequently, after twenty — five years the apparent caliphate of the
king of the faithful (greetings upon him) coincides Ghadir event to
highlight the essentiality of other divine marks.

A day after the Divine Eid of Ghadir

Tuesday nineteenth Zel-Hajeh of tenth Hejri Ghamari, 2" Farvardin
of eleventh Hejri Shamsi; and nineteenth March of 632 A.D.

Today just like yesterday felicitations and allegiance continues.
Groups of individuals will be present at the messengers' Canvas feat; then
they will move to the king of the Faithfull's exclusive Canvas (greetings
upon him) and swear allegiance with Imam (leader) to be after the prophet
as the little of "the king of the faithful" and pay their greetings.

*According to the divine command of prophet (p.b.uh.), ladies have
also participated in the allegiance. To the command of the holy prophet,
they brought a bowl of water; then they drew curtain in such a way that
half of the bowl of water was placed on one side of the curtain and the
other half was placed on the other side of the curtain so that the ladies
could also place their hands on the bowl as a sign of allegiance with the
king of the faithful, who was on the other side of the curtain. Of the firsts
who promised loyalty were Abu Bakr and Omar that advanced and
affirmed their promise with these phrases to the king of the faithful. *

More than sixty years of age universe of the adventures of felicitations of two
caliphates who presented the two mentioned clauses including Ahmad Hanbal
the leader of Hanbels in predicates / vol. 4/ p. 281 Tabari in his interpretations
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"Hail to the son of Abi Talib, he is now my lord of every faithful
man and woman."

*In this ceremony the prophet (p.b.u.h.) crowned the king of the faithful
with his turban "Sahab" as the crown of pride and glory and dropped the
bottom over the holy's shoulder and then commanded:

"Turban, is crown of an Arab on the day of Badr' and 'Honaiyn™

*God Almighty guided me through his angels were wearing types of
turban™

*And the hypocrites that were faced with nullified destroyed plots
assembled and expressed their regression over what had happened. Just
then a crocodile crossed them and they thought:

"If only Mohammad had made this crocodile our leader )Imam) the
words reached the prophet (p.b.u.h) when the holy called on them they lied
and claimed that they had said "Gabriel has preached me the means that
on the day of resurrection an ethnic is brought that led by a crocodile . Be
aware that you'd not be one of these. But would these hypocrites would
really bow and honor the leader of piety and justice?"

Two Days after the Divine Celebration of Ghadir Khom

Wednesday 20" Zil- Hajjeh of the year 10 Hejjri Ghamari, March
20" of the year 632 A.D.

The ceremony of allegiance and felicitations has ended such that in a
glorious incident divine magnificence of Ghadir holder and the narration
of leadership and guardianship was reported.

vol. 3 p. 428; (Ser- Al- A’lamin) p.g; Takr Razi in great interpretations /vol. 3 p.
636; R K. Al- Ghadir vol. 1/ p. 292- 293

1Biharul Anwar vol. 83 p. 199; Al Ghadir vol. 1 p. 290- 293 narrations from
Sunnites sources
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On the third day of allegiance, at the last hours of halts in Ghadir,
"Herath Fehri" and twelve people of his followers come to the prophet
(p.b.uh.) and reported:

"Oh Mohammad! | have three questions to pose: Have you brought
the affirmation of Divines uniqueness and your prophecy directed by God
or it is just only your presumptions? Have you been directed for prayers
and alms (Zakat) and pilgrimage and crusades (Jihad) by God or it is just
only your presumptions? Is that all you have said about Ali Ibn Abi Taleb
directed by God or it is just only your presumptions?

In response to all the posed questions, the prophet (p.b.uh.) replied:

"The Almighty God has revealed on the arbitrator between God and
me is Gabriel and | am to declare the Divines' message and without this
authorization I will not declare any news.

The misfortunate malicious man grumbled "Almighty! If anything
that Mohammad claims is righteousness and on your behalf through a
stone on me from heavens and descend sore retributions.”

As soon as this speech ended, he left and God descended a stone
from heavens that dragged him to death® and this is the adventure of the
companions of "Phil".

Heavenly verses were descended in the eyes of more than hundred
and twenty viewers in the land of Ghadir and that is when the angel of
revelations was descended that "The inquirer, the one whose divine

Bihar Al- Anwar/ vol. 37/ p. 136, 162 & 67; Al Ghadir vol.1 D.39- 246 & some
documents of Sunnite traditions; the interpretations of verses Me’raj Sureh;
(chapter), important chapters, Ibn- Sabagh Malek: p. 26; warnings lbn Jozi/ p. 19;
Fazi- Al Ghadir (powerful Blessings), Manavi Shafei / vol. 6 / p. 218 with this
miracle it was ascertained to every one that "Ghadir is originated from the
source of divine revelations. And that is how the three day assembly ended and
was remembered by "Ayam- Al- Valiyeh".
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torments is certain is demand by the divine. (He should be aware that this
torments) will enfold the infidels and no one is able to repel these.

Three days after the Divine Felicitations of Ghadir Khom

Thursday 21 Zel- Hajjeh of 10" Hejri Ghamari , March 21th year:
639 A.D.

Arab groups and tribes, each with a universe of Islamic educations
after farewells with the last divine Messenger (p.b.u.h.) and the wisdom of
successions headed for their city and territories; Mecca, Yemen, Iraq,
Sham (Syria), Egypt, ... . The prophet (p.o.uh) after departing Ghadir
valley headed for the city of the Messenger (p.b.uwh) along with his
household.

The rumors of the incidence of Ghadir Khum have spread through
the city rapidly. The real ones that no doubt were only a few became
delighted and cheerful by hearing the news and those who did not realize
the importance was as if they had just heard seeks all their hopes in the
absence of the prophet of blessings (p.b.uh) and had plans that now saw
their hopes undone after hearing messenger's speech (p.b.u.h)) in Ghadir

They manifested their hidden secrets with these sentences:
"Our plans are undone.

"We will never certify Mohammad's speech and we will never admit
Ali's guardianship.”

"If only we were also partners in guardianship so that we can have

our shares...."
A narration from a hypocrite reads;

After the prophet's speech (buh) in Ghadir Khum a group of
hypocrites assembled and one of them said: "I will not certify to
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Mohammad's speech and | will not confess to Ali's leadership the a verse
was descended:

"He never certified nor did he pray. Yet- just denied and turned his
back and then made his way to his kinds."

*Now the hypocrites have realized that with the presence of the
messenger of God (p.b.u.h) and presence their covets are jeopardized!!

Four Days passed Divine Felicitations/ celebrations of
Ghadir Khom

Friday 22" Zel-Hajjeh of Tenth Hejri Ghamari, 22" of March, year
632 A.D.

The night before or at the earliest hours of the day one again the
Almighty and this limitless graces the pure soul of His messenger (p.b.u.h.)
from the harms of hypocrites until the verity of this verse was clarified for
comrades and enemies.

“And God will protect you from people mischiefs” (Maedeh/ 67)

From descended verses in the adventure of "Ghadir Khum" that the
prophet (p.b.uh) indicated in "Ghadir" discourse.

Moving along the path between "Johfeh" and "Aboua” the
hypocrites, taking advantage of the darkness of the night, mulled the plot
for the assassination in their heads.

They have conspired lay on ambush in one of the mountain passes in
the Mouteh, at a place called "Arshia" and push a huge rock toward the
camel of the holy prophet (p.b.uh) leading the caravan, so that the stone
slides and drops from the hill. And they also return and region the masses,
taking advantage of the dark night.

God Almighty reveals the conspiracy to His Messenger.
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Huzaifa son of Yaman and Ammar Yasser accompanied the Holy
Prophet (p.b.u.h) on this route. One of them holds reins of the camel in his
hand, while the other guides the camel from back, the moment the camel
reaches the Arshia mountain pass and wants to proceed down the slope,
the hypocrites push down a huge rock from high above. The holy prophet
(p.b.uh.) sequels the camel to halt with the camel's pause, the rocks, without
harming the camel or scaring him, roll down the hill and the holy prophet
(p.b.uh) remain safe and unhurt.

The hypocrites, seeing their conspiracy go into different directions,
so that after passing of the caravan, they could mount their own camels
and region the caravan.

The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh.), in order to acquire the future generations
with these hypocrites' identity, made a sign, and suddenly a bright light
illuminated the atmosphere in a few moments. Thus Huzaifa and Ammar
recognized the face of those hypocrites.

Five days after Divine Eid of Ghadir-e-khum

Saturday 23 Zil Hajjeh 10 Hijri (Lunar) , March 23, year 632 A.D.

The Holy Prophet (p.b.uh) has now passed "Abva"! and is moving
towards "Suguia".

The hypocrites, who had conspired against the life of Holy Prophet
(p.b.uh) were seen this morning in the first row of the congregational

prayers!!2 And the Holy Prophet, in his speech made a side reference
them, and warned Muslims to beware of their treachery.

'As indicated, "Abva" is a stage between Mecca and Medina. The grave of the
Holy Prophet's mother, lady Ameneh daughter of Wahab, is at that place. This
site has been of interest and frequent travel and pilgrimage of the Imams (A.S.
was born in "Abva" (Biharul Anwar v. 48/ p. 1- 7)

2, Biharul Anwar v. 28/ p. 101
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"O people! After me! There will be leaders who will invite you
towards hell- fire and will be no help on the day of Judgment. O people,
God Almighty and | detest them. They, their friends subordinate and
followers are in the — most stage of hell- and ought to know well that they
are the people of the document.”

On several occasions, the Holy Prophet warned Muslims against
"people of the document" and asked them to beware of the

Verily, during that voyage, and during the time of these hypocrites'
stay in Mecca, an agreement was concluded between them. The heads of
the hypocrites who heard that the last of the people of His imminent
demise, resolved to carry out their latent desires, which they had
concealed for years, acting in the open, and occupy the seat of power after
the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h). They took oath on such a concordat:

"If Mohammad (p.b.u.h) left this world, we will never permit that the
office of caliph and his succession devolves to his family and household."*

This writer agreement that became notorious in history as "Sahifeh-e-
Mal’oonehe Awwal (the first damned document) was concealed in the
Holy Kaba to form the basis of future transgressions like Saghifeh/ Fadak,
the doors and walls / the hidden grave,...Karbala

How knowledgeably spoke Imam Sadiq (H.S)! "The time that
document was written, forebode the martyrdom of Husain A.s."”

In the year 60 A.H. the same day 23 Zil- Hajjeh, with the martyrdom
of "Maytham Tammar at Kufeh, another page of that damned document is
to be read again, ? "Maytham" who has the record of helping Amir Al-
Mumenin and Imam Mojtaba (A.S.) has now been sent to gallows on the
charge of defense of 'Syed- ash- Shuhada™ (A.S.) (Lord of the Martyrs) by

Biharul Anwarv. 17 / p. 29, and v. 28, p. 85, v. 37, p. 114
2, Biharul Anwar. V. 41/ p. 345, and v. 42/ p. 125
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order of Ibn-e- Ziad .... Even on the top of gallows, he is grieved of the
loneliness of Husain.

six days after Divine Eid of Ghadir-e-Khum

Sunday 24 Zil Hajjeh 10 A.H. (Lunar), March 24th , year 632 A.D.

Now the caravan of pilgrims, led by Holy Prophet (p.b.uh), of the
passing "Suguia” is moving towards the next stage "Arj".

Medinat al-Nabi" (the city of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)) is grieving for
the absence of the Holy Family of the prophet (.b.uh) and counting the
days for the occasion of welcoming them back.

The group of travelers in addition to the memory of Ghadir-Khum,
recall that exactly the same day a year ago- 24 Zil- Hajjeh 9 A.H.- was the
day when another crown of glory was placed by God Almighty on the
head of Amir Al-Mumenin, and the House of Revelation A.S., and
revealed the verse of Mobaheleh. *

A year before, the Christians of Najran, a region bordering Yemen
and Hijaz, were invited to embrace Islam by the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.).

The Christian eldest, with an envoy of the Bishop of Najran, moved
towards Medina to meet the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.).When they learnt in that
meeting that the Holy Qur'an does not recognize (Hazrat Issa) Jesus Christ
A.S., as the son of God, but counts Him, like Adam As., as one of the
creatures of God Almighty, declined to embrace Islam.

The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) invited them to Mobaheleh (a contest, with
families of contestants present) in such a manner that the senior- most of
the two sides, go to a place outside Medina to await God's curse on those

!, Biharul Anwar, v. 98/ page 198; vagayeh- al- Ayyam Sheikh Abbas Qumi, under
happenings of the day of 24 Zil Hajjeh, and Mafateeh- al- Jinnan p. 281: Actions
on the 24 day of Zil Hajjeh.
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who speak falsehood so that Almighty may remove the liars from His
Blessings and send Divine retribution on them.

He who stands in confrontation with thee (for embracing Islam) after
Almighty bestowed knowledge on thee, then ay unto him, "come and ask
our sons and you sons, and on woman and you women to join us and
yourselves, then we pray together so God Almighty sends His damnation
on those who utter falsehoods.

Then the moment of Mobaheleh arrived.

The Christians who had come arrived. The Christian who had come
wearing magnificent dresses adorned with gold and silver, for Mobaheleh,
saw the calm and confident visage of the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh.) stepping
into the area of Mobaheleh.

The hands of two children are grasped by the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
and the affectionate look of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) speaks of the extreme
love of the Messenger of God (p.b.uh) with them. The lady of the two
worlds (Fatimah) moves behind Him, and the last member of this small
group is the exalted husband of the lady, who all move gracefully towards
the site of Mobaheleh.

The Christians of Najran, who witnessed the Holy Prophet arriving at
the scene of Mobaheleh with His Dearest and Nearest Kin, became
nervous. Their leader said to them:

"O group of Christians! | see visages who can move mountains if
they lift their hands in prayers. Don't enter into Mobaheleh with them, or
you will be killed."*

Thus it was that on that day, the Najranions fearing death, entered
into peace; and expressly the medal of honour, "the breath of the Holy

!, Biharul Anwar, v. 35, pp. 257- 271



[56 Safinah, No. 19 ]

Prophet and His Soul,” as interpretation of that verse (revelation) was
pinned once more on the chest of the Lord of the Righteous.

Seven days after Eid of Ghadir-e- Khum

Monday 25 Zil- Hajjeh 10 A.H. (Lunar), March 25, year 632 A.D.

The convoy, under the Leadership of the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh), after
Crossing "Athayeh" and "Mutaishshi™ are moving towards "Munsarif" like
the day before, today also is a day of remembrance of one of the glories of
the House of Revelations on that day, 25 Zil Hajjeh the verse "Hal Atta"
landing the commander of the Faithful, the chaste and pure lady, Imam

Mojtaba and the Lord of the Martyrs was revealed.

The vow of this family for the recovery of the two brothers
(Hasanain A.s.) who were sick, was three days of fasting. After the
regaining of health of the two grandsons of the holy Prophet (p.b.uh.) the
Holy family, in gratitude of this Divine Blessing, observe fasting for three
days, and donate their breakfasts for these three days, following the lead
of Hazrat Ali, the Head of the Household, to the poor, the orphans, and the
prisoners, in that order, so that the latter are not driven back from the poor
hopelessly; therefore on those three days, at the time of after (breaking
fast) they themselves are content with drinking water only:

"they who keep their vows and fear a day whose evil is spredd;
give food, for the love of him to the needy, the orphan, and the captive
(saying): 'we feed you only desirous of the face of Allah; we seekoof y
neither recompense nor thanks . and recompense them for their
patience with a garden, and robes of silke verse: (the holy Quran/76:
7.8.9.&12)

!, Biharul Anwar, v. 35/ p. 249, and v. 98/ p. 199 and similarly c.f, Mafateehul
Ginan p. 285: the actions on the day of 25 Zil- Hajjeh
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(Those noble beings) fulfilled their vow and pledge and they fear the
day whose tribulation and hardship afflicts all the humanity (the day of
judgment) as God's retribution And (they) for the love (of God) give food
to the poor, the orphan, and the prisoners. (They say) that we give you
food only for gaining pleasure of God, and do not want any return or
gratitude from you..... and their recompense for such patience (and self-
abnegation) is the garden of paradise and heavenly accoutrements."

The Lord Almighty, for the sake of acknowledging this gratitude, and
for high, lighting the grandeur of this Holy Family among the Muslims of
those days, as well as recording this tale for the pages of eternal history,
reveals these verses to celebrate such self- abnegations, and sends down a

bowl of heavenly food from the shies that is the heritage of the people of
the Household Imam Sadiq (A.S) stated:

"That bowl of food sent from heavens, and partaken by those revered

elders, is now with us, and ultimate Ruler will expose that partake of the

heavenly food."?

The convey, with full knowledge of the greatness of this Holy
family, accompanied them up to Medina. Verily, this company will last
very long!

Eight days after the Divine Eid of Ghadir-e-Khum

Tuesday, 26 Zil Hajjeh 10 A.H. (Lunar)3, March 26 , year 623 A.D.

The Muslims, under the convey Leadership of the Holy Prophet
(p.b.uhafter passing through "Rowha" "lrq- uz- Zabieh™ and suburbs of
Medina.!

1, Biharul Anwar, v. 35/ pp. 237- 257

2, Zad- ul- Muaad/ p. 30/

3, In the year 23 A.H. (Lunar) on the same day, the second Caliph was stabbed by
the dagger of "Feroze" a.k.a. "Abou Lulu."c.f. Biharul Anwar, v. 98/ p. 99
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The city (Medina) which finds itself Hosting the Holy prophet (p.b.uh.)
and His Holy family (A.S.) once more, raises its head to the sky and struts
its pride before Angels, Now with passing of 23 years, the ignorant Arab
has become acquainted with Islam after the constant endeavor and kind
attention of the Holy prophet (p.b.uh) and the matchless guidance of the
commander of the Faithfull (a.s.), and forsaking polytheism and idolatry,
has returned to the fold of benevolent Unitarianism and monotheism.

Islam has come to deliver the burning would from the fires of anger,
lust and ignorance, and change it to an earthly paradise, full of love and
affection, so that the status of humans, guided by the exalted Saints
designated by God Almighty, supersedes that of the angels.

At Ghadir-e-Khum, the light of Divine Guidance, and the 12
fountain- heads of the streams of spiritual life are introduced, to guide the
lost humanity, and quench the thirst of seekers of truth with pure waters.
In the valley of Khum, the Holy Divine Messenger (p.b.uh.) also warns
Muslims of the hazards in the way:

"0, people, after me Imams will appear who call you towards hell
...... verily God and Myself- abhor them.

However, ears that could hear, eyes that could see, and hearts of the

aware, were very few among those lot....

After 53 years, Yazid-E-Bin Moaviyeh,2 who is considered, by the
ignorant of the Message of Ghadir as a caliph of the Holy prophet (p.b.u.h.),
on that same day, and the same city of Medina, ordered his troops to
Massacre the citizens.

!, The date of arrival of the Holy prophet (p.b.u.h.) and His Holy family (A.S.) in
Medina, back from Hajj pilgrimage, is known to be before the mouth of
moharram, "Sirah lbn.e. Kathir v. 4/ p. 443

2, Things have reached to a point that the Wahabiites count his opponents as
infidel c.f. ' Az Aagahan be porsid Dr. Tejani/ v.1/ p. 32
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On the 26" day of Zil- Hajjeh of the year 63 A.H. (Lunar) the army
of Yazid, in an attack on Medina, slaughtered a large number of Muslims,
which included 700 Hafez. Of Qur'an, and 30 persons among the
companions of the Holy prophet (p.b.uh). The Massacre in the Holy
Mosque of the prophet (p.b.uh) was so severe that the ankles (of the feel of

the people praying there) sank into blood, this episode is known in history

as the "Tragedy of Hurrah"! Thus the record of deeds of Yezid, that was

already dark black with the tragedy of Karbala, becomes darker. And this
is the result of ignorance of the Divine ordains, the teachings of the Holy
Prophet, and the events of Ghadir.

!, Biharul Anwar/ v. 18, pp. 125. 126



Ghe Cuuses and ‘Cfects of Resistance in

T Ouran and Traditions

Sedigeh Heidari

Abstract: The basis of everything is the cause of its
appearance. Resistance has some bases without which no resistance
can be generated. A real religious person resists against all
difficulties in his own beliefs .the result of this article is that people
who resists are religious people who are virtues in all situations
and know the divine traditions and have trust in God and they are
patient, resistant, and steadfast .and they will have good end in this
world and in after life.



The causes and 61%ffec

Introduction

@Wesistance means endurance, persistence and standing. Resistance
has a conceptual attachment with the right path. In after life,
people who are blessed are the people who had moved on the right path
and they had shown resistance and endurance in this path. People who
obey the religious rules are called religious people.

Being resistant in religiosity and preservation of beliefs and
performing according to them is characteristics of the people who endure
the difficulties. And with having trust in God and hope about his promises
they become victorious in their worldly life and after life.

) )
@e/aﬂmszv@b c/f (wwc/)/i/m/ 7726’60/267/%1/ o// the resistance
wiltl the @Mfmu'ﬁ m(ﬂmi/gd

@Wesistance retells continuity (Ebn Athir, vol.4, p.125), constancy
(Farahidi),persistence and standing. The word resistance has been
mentioned in the Quran 47 times. In a general overview, in the realm of
monotheism and believe of God’s divinity and going toward him it can be
interpreted as “resistance in religiosity”. We can attach it to the right path,
guidance, obedience, faith, good deeds, virtue and whatever is essential to
religiosity. Because resistance in this context is expressed after acceptance
of the religion: “those who said: our Lord is Allah, therhey resisted (in
the right path’ (Fosselat, 30), i s o resi st as y’ou ar ¢
(Hood,12) and resistance is attaining perfection of necessary component
of religiosity. (Aloosi, vol12, p.227)

%{/41@(/)/1{(5/ mea//zé/%/ 0/ resistance with the /@'yﬁlx/éa/é/

g ome verses indicate that resistance has a conceptual relationship
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with the right path. All human beings are moving in a path toward the God

“O6 man! surly you must strive (to a
until you meet Hin¥ (Ensheghagh/6) and this movement is in one of these

three paths of blessed people fithose upon whom Thou hast bowed

b | e s s pedplg ®ho are under (the God’s) anger: “those upon whom

thy wrath is brought down and who are astray: fithose who are
astrayo.(fatehah/ 6-7)

Because the path of blessed people is the same right path. It will be
generated by the divine guidance: “guide us to the right path, the path of
those upon whom Thou hast bestowed blessing. Not (the path) of those
upon whom Thy wrath is brought down, nor of those who are astray

And the right path is nothing, but being God servant and being in the
path of his religion:

fiAdoreme, this is the right paté (Yasin/ 61)

fiResistant people are part of the society wioveson the axis of
belief and monotheism path. Monotheism path is servitude and right
religion. It can be said that the right path is theafh of resistant people
whom the God identified as the blessed peoftbe right path, the path
of people upon them Thou bestowed blessirigatehah/6)

Therefore, knowing the characteristics of the right path and its
follower leads us to know the resistant people. And whoever follows the
God and his prophet and accompany them will be counted as the resistant
people:

AAnd whoever obey All ah and the A
upon whom Allah has bestowed favors from among the prophets and the
trut hf ul and the m@kst’$7) s and the goodo
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)
@/{e/{fy/fmz, /‘ﬁ/lyfﬁdifyw and their /fe/a//fmw/zﬁ with the
7 0 ;
resistance

@Weligion is a collection of God’s rules and institute for the sages. It
includes doctrines and sub branches. It also means obedience. In
this description, religion means religiosity. This concept of religiosity
includes heart recognition and acceptance of monotheism, justice,
prophecy, imamat or leadership, afterlife and obedience about the God’s
rules. (Mottagi Hendi, ‘Ala’din, Kanz Al’ommal Fi Sonan Alaghval Val
Afal, Beyroot, institude Alresalah, 1989 A.D, vol 1, p.281)

Religiosity has some characteristics. A person cannot be counted as a
religious person unless he has these characteristics. The resistant people
are the religious people who believe in these characteristics and perform
according to them and get help from the religion in difficulties of life and
resist on them and finally they will reach a good future in this world and
afterlife.

C@M(m{ij and é(e(fé(/m«//z(lj / the resistant

— lements and background of everything is its introduction and its

creatures. Resistance has some backgrounds without which it

cannot be created and no religiosity would be performed. We will explain
it.

A. Having faith and good deed

% aving faith means the human being is in the God’s protection. In
culture of Quran, when the Quran talks about the faith it, it always
mentions good deed aside it. It means these two affairs cannot be
separated in the way of human’s growth and elevation. “Allah has
promised to those whbelieveand do good deeds (that) they shall have
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forgiveness and a mighty reward (Maedeh/9 refer to
Nesa’/122,Noor/55,Ankaboot/7)

Resistant people are those who have faith in God and they perform
good deed simultaneously.

About the real faith, which leads to the resistant, the Prophet (a.s)
stated:

“A person who has faith in God is stronger than iron. His
permanence is more than iron. When iron enters fire, it changes, but when
a believer is killed and then becomes alive and then is killed his faith will

remain permanent and his heart is resistant and unchangeable.”

As it is mentioned by the verses and traditions, people whose faith is
with the good deeds are resistant in the way of their belief.

B. Mrtue

j n life of each person, there are some junctions that make free
person to choose. This choice is whether in benefit of his
religiosity or at its loss. Therefore, he needs energy which makes this
choice easy and useful for him. This energy is virtue. It is one
backgrounds of resistant. About virtue Amir Al-Mumenin said: “indeed,
virtue is a fortification for this day of human (means this world) and it is
as shield. And it is a way to the heaven for tomorrow (means after life)”
(Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 191)

About virtue, God stats:
fi the virtue is that human being believe in the God, after life, the
angles, heavenly books and the prophet@Bagharah/177)
C. Reliance

eliance means having trust in the God. This reliance is in a way
that human’s heart will become calm by God’s remembrance and
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do not relay on natural elements.

Resistant can be seen under the patronage of reliance. For example
Quran states: ( é a n dbelievérerely just on the God (Ale
Emran/122) and in other verse he says: “And what reason have we that
we do not rely on Allah? And he has indeed guided us in our ways. And
certainly we would bear with patience your persecution of us. And on
Allah we shoud rely” (Ibrahim/12) here, reliance that is with resistance
and patience is mentioned against enemy’s attack and hurts. Even Quran
says: just people who have faith and trust in God can resist against the
devil’s temptation. “surely he has no authority ovethose whobelieve
and rely on their Lord (Nahl/99).

D.The way that a religious person looks at the world

eligiosity, which is based on an authentic comprehension of this

world and principles which rule over it, will become the element
of resistance. Without knowing it, the pillars of religiosity will become
shaky. God introduces the world like this: “k now t hat this wor
only sport and play and gaiety and boasting among yourselves, and a
vying in the multigication of wealth and childreri (Hadid/20, Ale
Emran/185,An’am/32,Tobah/38,R’ad/26,Ankaboot/64,Mohamad/36)

There are two insights for in identifying the world with all of its
aspect. One is blameworthy, shameful, censurable insight the other one is
“the stair ascending to the pure people’s place” having this insight about
the world and considering that examination is one of God’s principle in
this world identify the religious ° behavior. About this God states: “And
we will most certainlytry you with somevhat of fear and hunger and
loss of property and lives and fruits, And give good news to the patient
wh o, when a misfortune befalls them,
him we shall surelyreturn” (Bagharah/155-156)
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The first part of the verse explains divine examination as the God’s
tradition in this world. And the rest of the verse expresses the religious
people’s insight and then gives them glad tidings. This glad tiding is the
result of their patience and resistance. In the next part, this verse
introduces the patience. Here patience means beautiful patience. Patience
means beautiful endurance. And it is the patience for sake of the God and
it should be constant; disappointment and despair would not find its way
to this patience.

E.patience

atience means, “self- control and restrain one’s passion” in straits
and difficulties.

It is in Nahjul Balaghah that Imam Ali (A.S) stated, you should
work; work! Then ending; ending! And resistance; resistance! And
patience; patience! And caution; caution! Indeed, an ending and
destination has been considered for you, therefore, leave for your
destination! (Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 176.)

Imam Ali (A.S) used the words resistance and patience side by side.
It means that resistance is something except patience. Considering their
difference, patience and resistance are a little bit mixed up. There is no
problem if the way of resistance is clean of difficulties. The nature of the
patience does not have any motivation in its nature. But resistance
contains motivation in its nature. If somebody wants to keep on going on
this way, he should know that the only way to resistance is patience. If he
does not take this way, he will be left in the middle of the way. A person
who cannot restrain his passion cannot resist in the way of religiosity.

oy . .
Cé/?(f{b and ée;z%fa 0// restslance (e r,@////fmz/

@esistance on faith and belief has some benefits and effects which
are mentioned in the Quran and interpretations. They are as
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following:

A.good future

f n these two verses, God gives glad tidings of good future, coming
down angles, not confrontation to fear and sadness, and the
heaven to the resistant people:

n(as for) those who scanginuesiothe Lor d
right way, the angels descend upon them, saying: fear not, nor be
grievedand receivegood news of the garden which you were promised.

We are your guardi ans i ereaftehandsyowor | d 6
shall have therein what yous o u desire and you shall have therein

what you ask for “ (Fosselat/30-31) in these verse there are six glad

tidings for the people who are resistant in their faith and beliefs. The first

and the second is that they give them security form fear and grief. The

third one is that they give them glad tiding to going to the heaven. In the

fourth one they add: “we are your companies in your life in the world and

after life”

In the fifth glad tidings they say: in the heaven whatever form
blessing you want is ready. And there is no condition for it. The sixth one
is that not only whatever of materialist aspect you want is ready, but also
whatever “from spiritual blessing you want will be at your reach.”

In Qumi interpretation resistance is expressed as Amir Al-
Mumenin’s saint ship and in Kafi, resistance is Ahl Al Bait’s saint ship
one after another.

B.blessings

nd if they keep to the (right) way we would certainly give
L%themt o drink of @Mmlendant watero

According to this verse, the element, which is the reason of
abundance of blessing, is resistance on faith not faith itself, because
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temporary faith cannot make such blessing. The important thing is
resistance on the faith and virtue. Many people cannot resist on their faith
and virtue.

As in the other verse it is said:”And if the people of the towns
believedand guarded (against evil) we would certainly opened up for
them blessings from the heaven and the e&r{A’araf/96)

The sentence “And if the people of the towns believed and guarded
(against evil)” indicates that the reason of giving the blessings is the faith
and virtue of the people not just one person or two. Because paganism and
debauchery of the people will counter-balance the faith and virtue of one
person or two.

COEA 'TA80 EAI P
ﬁ O believers If you help the God, God will help you and make
yous t e a d(Mahasnmadl/7) this verse motivate the believers
to go to holy war and promise them the victory, if they help the God.
“Helping the God” means going to holy war for sake of God and for

confirming his religion and heighten the right word. Not to go to holy war
in order to gain fame or gain spoils of war or to show off their braveness.

The meaning of “God will help you too” is that God will invigorate
the hearts and will provide them with background of overcoming your
enemy.

(60420/1&}/[1//1/

@Wesistance is very significant in the holy Quran. God commands
the prophet and his followers to resist “you and your follower
should resist as you are commanded”. Without being virtues and having
trust in the God and patience in difficulties and considering that the world
is mortal, human being cannot become resistant. A religious person makes
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effort in his religiosity and strengthen his faith by doing good deeds and is
virtues and has hope toward God’s reward and his promises.

%ﬁ@iﬁ@

The holy Quran

Ebn Athir, Mobark Ebn Mohamad, Al Nahayah Fi Gharib Al Hadith Va Al Athar,
Qum, Bita.

Aloosi, Seyyed Mahmood, Rooh Al Maghani, Beyroot, Dar Alkottab Al Elmiyyah
1414.

Majlesi, Mohamad Bagher, Behar Al Anvar Al Jame’ah Ledorar Akhbar Al Aemah
Al Athar, Qum, Islamiyyah.1111 lunar year.

Nahjul Balaghah, translation: Mohamad Dashti, Qum, Loghman, 1379.

Mottaghi Hendi, Alaedin, Kanz Al’ommal Fi sonan Alaghval Va Alafal, Beyroot,
Alresalah institute, 1989 A.D
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%z onsidering the comprehensiveness of Islam which includes

coordinated and goal-oriented teachings for all eras and the belief
that Islam present life styles in all aspects, we have therefore tried to
present a conceptual model to describe time management and its
components while reviewing the related literature and at the same time we
have tried to discuss about the selective statement of Imam Ali which
emphasizes on management of affairs with time management approach in
order to introduce the principles of this novel management approach by
searching through Islamic trainings and teachings.

%lrﬁf/(m/[mr

g“ ime is the most valuable resource for Man, as all other
resources are available provided that time is accessible. For this
reason, the value and importance of time has been emphasized in many
cultures and trainings. Time Management includes a set of skills for
controlling and better utilization of this phenomenon. This type of
management revolves around the pivot point that everything which is
important for you must be identified and then you must allocate a daily
schedule for those important points considering your unique personality
and needs, such that at the end of the day you are satisfied of the outcomes
(Morgan Stern, 2001: 13). By the advent of social organizations and their
expansion which is among Man's inevitable civilization attributes, it is
obvious that every civilization needs some type of management suitable
for its structure in order to achieve its objectives. This type of
management has been formed within a valued frame based on
organizational cultures and their personnel's assumptions.

But it must be stated that in our turbulent and changing era, there is
no other way to follow except the Islam Religion. Moslems' beliefs are
goal oriented and in fact the revival and time-based advancements of
various aspects reside at the heart of Islam. The most important role of
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Islam, considering various theories and practical management methods
includes the influences of Islamic values on management methods and
also considering that Imam Ali (peace be upon him) is a character whose
statements and practical actions are stemmed from the principles and
suitable concepts of management, the present article will endeavor to
introduce some parts of his managerial insights by exploring them in the
layers of Islamic teachings.

e%ﬁweﬁﬁd/ literature 7/ the résearcl

%{ onsidering the fact that time is the only unreturnable asset for
Man, a general scientific inclination toward management is viable,
including a method for achieving the related goals with the minimum cost
and the shortest time possible. Time control means that you are the one
who has a problem or a set of problems not someone else. This means that
we should endeavor by all means to quit the bad habits and overcome
negative natural human desires (Mackenzie, 1998: 46). Comprehensive
management includes effective and efficient utilization of human and
materialistic resources based on accepted value disciplines, which is
possible through scheduling, organizing, utilizing of resources, directing
and controlling the operations for achieving the specified objectives (Ali
Ahmadi, 2007: 8). In the above definitions, the goal of management is to
reach organizational goals, but the goal of Islamic management includes
Man's growth toward Allah, as well (Al-e-Omran Sura, 28). Consequently,
managements which provide the basis for Man's growth toward God and
act according to profit Mohammad's holy book of Quran and also his
customs and characteristics and those of other Islamic Imams and also
based on Man's sciences and experiences in order to achieve the goal of an
specified discipline in different dimensions, such that they are all
conducted around the pivot of one pole, is called Islamic Management.
Islam contains a profound, extensive and coordinated valued discipline
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which influences management methods of Moslem's managers and their
practical methods and introduces directions for their movements.
According to Ali: Loosing opportunities brings sadness and sorrow to our
lives. (Ghurarul Hekam, Vol. 1: 272). He also resembles the opportunities
of life as the passage of clouds and urges us to use and value them in our
lives (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 21). He also emphasizes to Omar: "Nights
and days take away something from us (take advantage of us), so we
should take advantage of them (take something from them), as well
(Ghurarul Hekam, Vol. 2: 667). This emphasis on utilization of
opportunities refers to the statement in the holy book of Groan and when
death comes to end our lives, Man will say: Dear God, please take me
back to life to accomplish whatever | left behind or left unfinished. But he
will never do as he claims as he claims and his place will be in a hell
which lasts forever (Momenoon Sura, 99).

c/z(:ﬁlﬁ LC%///;I 2/1/767}?/()//1/

j n addition to controlling the two key resources of assets and work
force in a proper manner, today, organizations have realized that
in order to be successful they should also consider the key element of time
as well (Levis, 2002: 247). According to the definition of Time
Management, stabilization of time factor in a conscious decision making
processes is impossible, even if making or selecting one of the many
decisions (which vanishes the time effects on that particular decision in
absolute terms) is almost impossible, but it is possible to create varieties
of time searches and to control them in order to manage them accordingly.

Optimum time management has the components indicated in figure
no.l and by observing them in our lives and various organizations it is
possible to use time properly and prevent wasting this precious
phenomenon, as well.
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Fig 1. Conceptual model for Time Management and its components

In the continuation of our discussion, while describing these
principles, we shall present Imam Ali's emphasis on these concepts in a
clear manner, as well.
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SR :
@M/ﬁdnﬂﬂan (//f yﬂf//J

Life is a pleasant experience if it is goal oriented (Morgan Stern,
2001: 155). Based on the goal determination theory, if a set of goals are
specified, individuals will be motivated to reach them (Rezaian, 2006:
463). Consequently, in goal oriented management, the direction which
should be followed (based on which goal determination basis at different
organizational levels is provided) will be clearly determined.

The goals of life are located at the center of effective Time
Management which must be defined and specified clearly (Louis, 2002:
179). As determination of goals and its effects on optimum Time
Management is important, Imam Ali also declared that: Those who do
different things will not get anywhere by their schedules and predictions
(Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 403). Imam Ali also emphasized in his
statements that people should not spend time on useless activities which
lack any specified goals (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 370). Furthermore, he
emphasized that: The worst thing that people can spend their time on is on
useless activities (Mizanul Hekmah, Vol. 6: 541). According to the above
mention statements, Imam Ali has confirmed the issue of determining
goals and following goal oriented lives, which are among the basic factors
for Time Management and he always had this matter under consideration.

a@;ﬁ/d/lfmz@’d q/ ACCSC11

gc’ oday, some managers are too indecisive about making decisions
and their implications and even after preparing all the
preliminary and necessary conditions they lack the ability and courage to
make definite decisions. When decisions are made with too much delay,
considerable amounts of time will be wasted which will increase the
decision makers worries and concerns over the related issues. Imam Ali
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also rejects unnecessary doubts concerning different issues and states that:
Don't change your knowledge and decisive actions to doubtful thoughts.
When you are sure of your actions, perform them (Nahjul Balaghah,
Saying 274). In another section of the book he also states that: Hastiness
before performance of works and feebleness before after obtaining the
opportunity is the sign of unwise people (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 363).
Imam Ali also described decisive decisions to one of his followers as:
Value whatever is left of your life and don't say you will do something
tomorrow or the day after (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 333). Imam Ali also
emphasizes the importance of decisiveness in decision-making processes
to Abdollah-ibne-Abbas: If after pondering about your decision | deny it,
you should obey (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 321).

Precision in some of Imam Ali's decisions show that his highness
always endeavored to make definite decisions after taking into
consideration all the important aspects by studying it at different angles
and avoided any kinds of delays and doubtfulness in execution of his
decisions. Considering that decisive decisions and avoiding loss of time
are among the principles of time management, paying attention to this
element for implementation of powerful management has been one of the
indices of Imam Ali's statements.

@ /ft'oi//fl'/i/ﬁﬂ/[ﬁ//l
C

L9LJy‘fter selection of the specified, realistic and accessible goals, the
" next step is to choose the next one to be implemented. The best
test for Time Management includes selecting the priorities (Levis, 2002:
210). According to the leader of abstemious, Imam Ali (peace be upon
him): Anyone who gets busy with unimportant issues will spoil the
important ones (Ghurarul Hekam, Vol. 2: 336). In another section of the
book the chief of the faithful recommends about time adjustment :
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Believers must divide their daily life schedules into three parts : Time for
benediction and praying, time for work and generating income and a time
for enjoyment with whatever that are not forbidden and make life
beautiful (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 390).

Time adjustment and distribution were always among Imam Ali's
considerations and he constantly recommended his agents of observing
this vital factor in their affairs. In part of his agreement, he tells Malek-e-
Ashtar: Accomplish your daily tasks at the specified time, as every is for a
new activity. The best and largest time of a day should be spent for God,
although at any other times if your actions are for God's good will causing
people to be at calm and peace, all those times have been spent for God's
gratification (Nahjul Balaghah, Letter 53).

He also stresses to Malek about on-time performances: Never hasten
for doing something which is not meant to be done, yet try to do
everything in its own specified time (Nahjul Balaghah, Letter 53).

@(/y/a/mmh 1/7

Oy arious and deep changes in Verses of Islamic narratives confirms
and establishes the fact that believers should always have
specified schedules in all they do, as management is nothing other than
performance based programs. Survival of governments is related to
finding solutions for different issues (Mizanul Hekmah, Vol. 2: 551).
Programming helps us to see where to find time in organizations to and
how to use them (Hochheiser, 1999: 79). Programs show us how to
achieve the objectives.

Considering some Islamic concepts, it is possible to recognize Imam
Ali's insight regarding the programming aspect of life and his attention to
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this issue for our daily affairs. Imam Ali recommends: Decisions without
having proper foresight is useless (Mizanul Hekmah, Vol. 2: 386).

During a sermon at the beginning of his governorship, Imam Ali
announced his ruling programs to people (Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 16).

Reviewing the subjects covered and the related documents show that
in his method of management method, the element of programming had a
very important and basic role. The basis of management in Islam includes
following logical principles of management and Time Management plus
allocation of time, resources and facilities which are among the
instruments considered in Islamic Management discipline.

%ﬂ(o/ffﬁnaﬂbﬂ/

g eneration of balance and compatibility between various
obligations, which is conducted for the purpose of achieving a
common goal among several elements, is called coordination.
Coordination is a process during which all the constituents of a total entity
are combined for a common objective. The necessary factor for optimum
usage of the available potentials is called coordination. Good managers
and leaders must coordinate and harmonize all the obligations distributed
among various units to enable everybody to search for the related goals in
a synchronized manner. In Islamic Management, this matter has been
stressed and the Imam Ali has declared: Be at the center and pivot of
matters and rotate the grind mill of the problems around you (Nahjul
Balaghah, Sermon 119). In another section, it has been mentioned that:
Place of the leaders and commanders in a management system are similar
to a string of beads which gathers and connects them together. If this
string is fallen apart, the beads become separated and scattered (Nahjul
Balaghah, Sermon 146). While Imam Ali emphasizes on integration, he
states that Kufian Government was overthrown because they became
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dispersed and disunited and then he continues: Ugly are those faces who
consider themselves to deserve dispersion (Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 27).

(97/45;;7 gé/émf//m//[&j
%anagement emphasizes us to be aware of opportunities.

Opportunities are hidden potentials of which utilization causes
growth and identification of opportunities which is among the main steps
for strategic programming of organizations. Imam Ali emphasized greatly
on using opportunities. He stressed that: Perform your actions before the
light of action goes off and the opportunity vanishes (Nahjul Balaghah,
Sermon 237). He also added: Loosing opportunities brings sadness to our
lives (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 118).

In his famous letter, Imam Ali recommends Imam Hasan: Use the
opportunities before they are lost and cause sorrow in your life (Nahjul
Balaghah, Letter 31). In another part of the book, Imam Ali recommends
that loosing opportunities is a sign of foolishness: Loosing opportunities
during the time when we can have access to them is foolish (Ghurarul
Hekam, Vol. 2: 276). In respect of describing the value of opportunities,
he believes that: Opportunities are lost rapidly and they come back late
(Ghurarul Hekam, Vol. 2:113).

%@ﬂf/’ﬁ/ (I//M?//' stpervision

g upervision is an activity conducted by managers to make sure that

operations conform to the programs to enable them to specify the
rate of correctness of activities and in case of any deviations they must act
to prevent waste of resources and loss of time. Supervision, as an end
point of the loop of time management, is a controlling tool which prevents
waste of managerial activities and saves time, as well. In the discipline of
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Islamic values, supervision is a widespread and systematic phenomenon
and emphasizes on utilization of other people for optimum Time
Management purposes. Imam Ali states that: Success belongs to those
who welcome different thoughts and ideas (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying
173). He also notes that: There is no backing like consultation (Nahjul
Balagha, Saying 54). One of the principles of Islamic Management
includes having a competent deputy. Regarding transfer of duties to
deputies, selecting them and controlling the affairs he told Malek-e-
Ashtar: Choose your subordinates among experienced, decent and
religious families and watch over them as to make sure they are honest
and kind with people (Nahjul Balaghah, Letter 53). After Imam Ali
appointed Mohammad ibn Abu Bakr as the governor of Egypt, advised
him: | selected you as the commander of the region's political affairs and
while transferring the authority to the new governor, mentioned him as his
representative. This approach is according to Islam's teachings for
determination of substitutes. His brother Haroon was also selected as his
minister (Forghan Sura, 35). Before Imam Ali, Prophet Mohammad also
emphasized on this issue: Anyone of you who becomes responsible for
some activities a minister will be appointed for him (if God wishes, so that
in cases when he forgets something, he will be reminded and if reminded,
he will be guided (Biharul Anwar, Vol. 75: 352). Imam commanded
Malek-e-Ashtar: Choose a wise person for yourself (Nahjul Balaghah,
Letter 53).

Another type of control and supervision includes indirect supervision
through personal auditing. Imam Ali notes that: Control yourself and your
behaviors by auditing (Mizanul Hekmah, Vol. 2: 405). In another part he
commands: Assess yourselves before others assess you and audit
yourselves before they audit you. (Nahjul Balaghah, Sermon 90). He also
advices the Moslems: Audit yourselves now for your own benefit (Nahjul
Balaghah, Sermon 222) and also: Those who are the leaders must audit
themselves before they audit others (Nahjul Balaghah, Saying 73).
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It can be perceived that supervision is among the essentials of
management and utilizing other people and their thoughts and also transfer
of authorities to them generates opportunities and releases management
from operational affairs and it also saves time. Self-control and awakening
the sense of commitment in people releases management from spending
expenses and time for controlling them. Supervision as such will prevent
waste of resources and group endeavors and in addition will optimize the
time spent for conducting important and essential affairs, as well.
A@/}))ﬁ(&ﬁ(:ﬂﬂ/ and conelusion

L%s it was mentioned, Time Management is a managerial approach
which emphasizes on two factors of decision making and
opportunities. Decision making is the main element of management which
includes the concepts of time and using opportunism, as well (Rezaian,
2006: 134). In fact, the presented conceptual model combines the elements
of scientific management with the time factor and in continuation, we tried
to describe and analyze the elements of this model and some parts of
Imam Ali's statements at the beginning of Islamic Government era
separately.

In accordance with the previous documentations, we have witnessed
the elements of novel management systems in every single sheet of
Islamic trainings and teachings. Based on Imam Ali's views, being aware
and taking advantage of opportunities, utilization of time, applying goal-
oriented managements and programming the related affairs will be
possible by coordination of elements. In his sermons, he has pointed out to
the fact that Moslems must prioritize their goals, use competent and
trustful consultants for controlling the affairs and avoid instability in their
decisions so that by preventing waste of time they can take desirable
advantage of the rest of their lives. This type of managerial approach is
important to the degree that paying attention to God and control of time
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has also been mentioned for worshipping God. Imam Ali Advised the
Moslem society leaders: When praying in groups, avoid scattering people
by making the process too long or spoiling it by hastening the same
(Nahjul Balaghah, Letter 53).

In the present article, what is interpreted from Imam Ali's infinite
knowledge is that the conceptual model of research has been mentioned in
Islamic Management. Centuries ago, Imam Ali taught these concepts with
his incomparable predictions which are compatible with today's
management models and optimum utilization of opportunities, all in the
language of their own time, such that Time Management and its
components have been emphasized repeatedly and systematically in his
statements of which a brief description was mentioned in the present
research. It is necessary to mention that Islamic Religion trainings are
teachings for all eras which have been forgotten due to the negligence of
addressers and unfortunately there are many such instances in our lives.
Many of today's scientific findings can be understood and even discovered
clearly by a little bit of attention to the religious teachings and the
statements of Islamic leaders.

We hope that the present article is a little hint to motivate us to start
pondering about the valuable assets that we have and try to bring the
trainings emphasized by Islam into practice by implementing them in our
lives and daily affairs. And his last statement includes mentioning the
attributes of the mighty God (Yunus Sura, 10).
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Abstract: every one of us has at least of experience about
experiencing spiritual things, which if our heart is ready it can
cause our guidance towards God. Here, we are going to read a
story about a conversion to Islam. This story is a real story which is
reprinted here. The first publish was on the internet.

Leila Raffin



Whath a s | 585] am

was born in France in the suburb of Paris, Until 17, | had a

"normal life, shared between my studies and horse riding. Horse
riding was for me a real passion, | think | have learned more about life
near horses than near humans (sad to say that). My mother and my uncle
have been to Catholic school, so | "have" to go there.

As many people, | did not ask myself many questions about my
religion. Most of people adopt religion from their culture; they are
Christian because they are born in a Christian culture. They are Jewish
because they are born in a Jewish culture. They are Muslim because they
are born in a Muslim culture. Few people ask themselves why they are
Christian, Jewish or Muslim. If they do, they rarely search very far and
return quickly to their culture/religion because it is easier to keep
traditions and to be like people around you than to accept changes and this
in every field (religion, science, education).

At 18, my grand-father died. This occurred suddenly and it was very
difficult to accept his death because | considered him like my father, he
brought me up. My grand-father believed in God but he never went to
church. Then | began to reject my religion, and with time all forms of
religion and | doubted the existence of God.

| respected the religion of the others but | did not want one for
myself. | thought at this time that if people needed a religion, it was for
the lack of confidence in them. | thought that belief in itself was sufficient
and there was no need for religion. | thought that religion was a way to
avoid fear that the death generates. | thought many things I can find now
in lost people, without religion. There were some questions for me without
answer: Why are we on earth? Is there something after death? What are
we in the universe? We are so small and insignificant in the cosmos ...
Who, without religion, has an answer to these questions ?

What makes me search?
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At the age of 22, | choose to go to Canada for my studies. | went to
Montreal for one year where | met many people. It was the first time; |
went to live in a foreign country. This made me realize the French are
nationalists, proud of their country and their culture and how intolerant
they are.

It was a remark not really related to religion but | have many reasons
for that digression. Because | am French, people think | am not open-
mind, that | have a lot of prejudices and especially about Islam (as most of
non-Muslims). I always try to avoid the prejudices | have.

If | had not adopted this way of thinking, | would never try to know
Islam because Islam has a very bad image in non-Muslim countries such
as France. Medias and specially television give that image by showing
massacres in Algeria, fights in Afghanistan or by relating attendants
attacked by Islamists. When non-Muslim people read or hear the word
"Islamist”, they think "Islamist-Islam; it is the same." They associate
violence with Islam.

. . 7 19
Nhat or whe made me interested in Lﬂ/mﬂ/ ,)

%mong my friends, there was a Tunisian, no more religious than
<" the others, but he was a Muslim. Although his behavior was not
the best in regards to Islam, he talked me about Islam, God and the
Prophet.

He told me about Islam, not much, but enough to make me search for
myself.

When | began to research into Islam, | first searched for the status of
women in Islam, because it was the point the most criticized by the media
and also because | felt more concerned about this issue as a woman. |
wanted to know if the image of women in Islam given by the media was
true. This image is a negative one, where women are to submit to men,
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with no rights, forced to put a veil on their head, and so on. Instead of
asking someone and risking being influenced by that person, | preferred to
read and form my own opinion. It is true that by reading, | can be
influenced by the author but not in the same way as a discussion can do.
By reading, you have all the time needed to think; you can take your time.
A great many of my sources were found on Internet and, thanks to God,
they were always true sources.

In the beginning, | just wanted to know about the status of women in
Islam. So | began to read all I can find about women in Islam. When |
learnt that most people who enter in Islam are women, | wanted to know
why, why people enter in Islam, why so many women in spite of the
negative image given by the media. Then, instead of searching only for the
status of women in Islam, | searched for the status of women in the three
monotheistic religions (Judaism, Christianity and Islam). | was not
interested in the way the religions were practiced nowadays; | was more
interested in the sources of the three religions. | read some interesting
articles that made a comparison between the three religions. Through one
article, I learnt more about my own religion, officially Christianity at the
time. And | finally found that Islam gives more rights, more liberties to
women than Christianity or Judaism.

Islam gives women some rights that French women have acquired
only during the last fifty years. For most Europeans, this may appear
strange, incompatible with the image given of Islam. But from that
moment, | did not care anymore about what the others would think, I was
attracted more and more to Islam.

I could not resist. |1 kept searching more and more about Islam
because there were some points that | did not understand, some points |
found unjust, like inheritance for instance. So | kept searching, and |
found the explanations by taking Islam as a whole. To understand Islam,
you must take it all, not only some parts or just parts you like, because
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Islam is an entire system in which I found everything logical. | searched
for something that was not logical in Islam, but | found nothing. In Islam
everything has a logical explanation, not like Christianity where you are
asked to believe without asking too many questions. | never looked at
Muslims and their behavior, | always looked at the sources of Islam
through readings, alone without the influence of anybody.

All this research has been done in a short space of time, only three
weeks. Islam was for me like a magnet and it became an obsession. |
thought about it all day and night. | felt that the only way for me to
remove this sensation was to enter Islam. | spent some nights without
sleeping, thinking about Islam, about the consequences of conversion. |
thought about all the difficulties | might encounter, especially in French
society. But it did not matter to me anymore; Islam was most important,
and finally I decided to convert to Islam.

The difficulties came when | went back to France. There, | had to
face my family, a non-Muslim environment with little tolerance for
Muslims and anything related to Arabs. Although I lived in Paris, | did not
have many Muslim friends. Without my hair covered, | faced many
difficulties in France because people could not imagine for one moment
that | was a Muslim.

For instance, in France, when a man meets a woman he knows, he
does not shake her hands but he kisses her (on cheeks). So when | had to
say hello to a man, he felt insulted by my refusal to kiss him, | seemed
strange to him. This detail that hides much more than is apparent. | was
not recognized as a Muslim by non-Muslims, or by Muslims. However, |
did not meet many problems with my family because | was already
independent of them. They knew that they could not influence me or put
pressure on me.
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he answer is simple: everything, from the food to the clothes

and my relations with the others. I pray the five daily prayers; |
fast during Ramadan; | pay the Zakat. In 1998, | decided to leave France
for different reasons. | didn't feel comfortable and free to practice my
religion there. The French Law does not prevent practicing Islam because
France is a laic country but French people do (through their behavior, their
remarks, ...). Once | went to the mosque with my hair covered as a
Muslim should do. In the subway, a man changed his place twice in order
to be sitting as far as possible from me. He did it showing me that | was
disturbing him. This marked me deeply.

A Muslim has to face many such reactions. How people can be so
intolerant in a country often called "country of Human Rights?" Where is
the liberty? To be "integrated," you must look like others. | feel sad about
this because France is my country and | don't want to deny my origins. As
| really want to practice Islam; it was difficult, even impossible for me to
work in France. I will never find a job as engineer wearing visible signs of
Islam (covered hair).

Now I'm living in Morocco where I'm working. I'm pleased to live
here because | feel free to practice my religion. | can work and wear long
clothes and cover my hair (commonly called hijab). | love hearing the
prayer call five times per day. You can respect prayer times. To be in a
Muslim country during Ramadan is unique.

In June 1999, | went to France for one week and | tried to visit my
family. The reaction of some members was radical. When my father learnt
I wear hijab he rejected me immediately. He refused to meet me; he even
called to insult me. Since that time, | have never heard about him. My
mother was distant with me. As long as | do not show signs of Islam, they
respect my choice. Today, | keep good relations only with my brothers
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(younger than 1) and my grandmother. | do not reject the other family
members but | cannot force them to accept me as | am.



O The Mangfost of Diine Mersy

Abstract: The messenger was leader of the virtues, light of the
seeing eyes, bright light, a bright star and spring of the bright light
whose way was moderation and his tradition was to guide toward
salvation. His speech made right from the wrong separated. His
judgment was just. In the present article, we are going to read a
part of troubles he faced in the way of inviting people to Islam.
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When Mohammad became prophet, Hejaz people were in “apparent
aberration”?, they drank dark smelling water, ate bad foods, killed each
other, broke kinship relationships and worshiped idols.?

They had started many wars, the world had been in dark, the
greenness of life had become faded and there was no hope for its
retrieving. Life’s spring had become dry and destruction’s boat appeared.®
Sinful desires had astray them and pride had made them to commit
offence. Ignorance had made hatred. They were disturbed. They were in
their own ignorance.*

It was a real astonishing dark world. In such situation, the last
prophet with message of fate came in order to guide human to find light.

That great messenger led the astray ones. He hoisted the guidance
flag and he established clear laws.®

That messenger was leader of the virtues, light of the seeing eyes, a
bright light, bright star and spring of the bright light whose way was
moderation and his tradition was to guide toward salvation. His speech
separated right from the wrong. His judgment was just.” He sought way of
honor and invited to wisdom and goodness.®

His guidance message was not only for Arab people, but also it was
for all humans in all times and all places and it is eternal.

L Joma’a, verse 2.

2. Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 26.
3- Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 88.
4 Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 94.
5>- lbraham, verse 1.

6- Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 71.
’-Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 93.
8. Nahjul Balaghah, sermon 94.
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Naturally, this message has its own opponents. Here is not the place
to say about the opponents and their oppositions; therefor, just two
elements of their opposition will be pointed out: ignorance and bad
motive.

Human’s ignorance toward a new message will cause him to hate
that message. Human usually rejects new topics. Amir Al-Mumenin Ali
(a.s) explained a dominant rule in human life:

“People are enemy of what they do not know.”*

Bad motive appears when one receives a message and understands it
and studies about its benefits, but because of some reasons does not accept
it. Some of the reasons are like pride which prevents a person to accept his
past mistakes, hardness of apology from himself and others, wrong habits,
being dependent on wrong habits and...

Any way, when the prophet came with the message of liberty, firstly,
he talked to the first group by means of: guidance, education, reasoning,
explaining facts, canceling superstitions, cutting wrong ideas in people
minds and etc.

In this way, the prophet tolerated a lot of difficulties, ignored many
problems and people’s wrong deeds in order to level the guidance path.

This way was so difficult that the prophet said: “there is no prophet

who had been suffered as much as me”?

This short sentence has a deep meaning.

Here, Noah’s difficulties should be taken to the consideration in
order to make clear that how much he suffered in nine hundred and fifty
years of Noah’s mission and to show our prophet’s patience.

1 Nahjul Balaghah, Hekmat 438.
2_ Biharul Anwar, vol 39, p 55.

of
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In fact, here, a qualitative compare should be done. It means how our
prophet can be suffered in his twenty three years of his mission more than
all prophets even Noah in nine hundred and fifty years of his apostleship?
If we understand our prophet’s greatness to the other prophet’s level, we
understand that ungratefulness toward him is a huge sin and it is equal to
many years of ungratefulness to other prophets.

Our prophet took a lot of pain with the hope that guidance path
become clear for others. The most painful event was the prophet’s sadness
for people who are misled. When this situation happened to our prophet,
God inspired him;

“Taha! O’ prophet! We did not descend Quran to you in order to

make trouble for you.”!

And then tells him that: “it seems that you cause perish to yourself
because they do not acknowledge their faith.”?

In addition to guidance and reasoning, the prophet performed some
miracles in order to make the path of believe level for people. Everyone
saw those miracles and they told about them in their parties.

Some miracles were so simple that everyone could see and
understand that these are divine signs.® Despite all these efforts, there are
some people who are biased and do not believe and continued their false
ideas. Before announcing the prophesy, Obstinate pagans of Mecca called
the prophet “Quraish trust worthy”.

Even the night, in which they have panned to murder the prophet,
they have given their goods in trust to the prophet because he was the
most trust worthy person they knew. In trustworthy historical books, it is

L Quran, Taha, verse 1 and 2.
2.Quran, Shora, vers 3.
3_ Biharul Anwar, vol17 and 18, section 2 to 12.
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written that Imam Ali (A.S) remained in Mecca for some days after Hejri
in order to return obstinate pagan’s goods back.!

They were sure that even in that situation the trustworthy of Quraish
would keep the goods of his own murderer securely.

Despite all these kindnesses they became united in order to kill him.
What is the answer of this ungratefulness?

The properly soul of that prophet of mercy was shown in this
situation because he did not take revenge from them even in Medina. He
just defended himself and the Muslim when the pagan onslaught Medina.
This was the axis of all of his battles. Even in conquering Mecca, some of
Muslims combatively said today is the day of revenge, the prophet said
no, say today is the day of mercy.?

It was in the conquering of Mecca that the prophet said to the failed
leader of pagans that: | tell you the same word that my brother Josef told

his brothers when he became a ruler: today you are not to blame...>

This is the manner of the prophet of Islam. He does not act harshly to
anyone even to his enemies and even in the time that he becomes
dominant to them. And this is the manifestation of divine word which
addresses the prophet as the prophet of mercy.* There is a famous nice
poem from Abi Talib (A.S). He describes the prophet of mercy:

A white man in whose blessing people pray and ask rain from the
God, he is ombudsman of orphans and he refuge of the widow

L Biharul Anwar, vol. 19, p 57,84, 85.

2. Nahjul Balaghah explanation, ebne Abel Hadid, vol 17, 272.
3_Yoosof, verse 93.

4. Anbia, verse 107.

5~ Biharul Anwar, vol 22, p. 470.

of
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Yes, he still is the ombudsman of orphans, orphans of not seeing
their prophet and being away of their Imam Zaman (a.s).



